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[Article by Josef Kempny, member of the presidium and 
Central Committee: “lmplementing the Beonamic Polite, 


(Text! Thte te the period of final ations for the l6th OPOP Conerese at 


ow 
which the party wi!! ewaluate the fulfillment of ite program policies, and 
based on an anslyeie of the needs of social development and our capacities. will eet 
realictic goale for the future period of building « developed socialist society. 









party congreeees--the building of « mature soetaliet 
general policy ie fully confirmed by our 

our experiences which are conetietent with the dewelogmente and 
Ae etated by Comrade Guetav Huet 


tee, thie policy correctly expresses 





@ eclentifically substantiated reeponse the deve 
revolutionary achicwement of che laboring clase and al! workers, a6 an integral 
part of the world struggle for eccialien, peace and social progress. 


Thie soetal and international eiesion of our owerall policy aleo applies to our 
economic policy with ite errategic inereasing the efficiency of the 
national ecooamy by meane of intenet 
Feonomic policy oecupter @ epecial place and p a key role in the whole eyeten 
of political relations end activities, is closely linked with the econamic base of 
society and hee the etrongest active influence on it. . in 
Lenin's vords, “Our chief policy aust be... the cconomic buildup of 


state 
The Central Committee of our communie thie 
principle. In the pericd since the Sth CPOE Congress, the economic strength of 
our republic hae been consolidated. We have continued 
economy anc have produced « material- technica! 
socialist society. The fact that the astional ? 
and industrial proowetion wae over one-fourth higher in 1989 than at 
Pifth Five-Year Plan sufficiently demonstrates dynamic development of our 
aational econamy. Thies in iteelf wae « very challenging job and, moreover, we were 
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foreed (o carry LL out under unprecedentediy Gif fiewlt domestic and foreign eoonomtc 
comditions ewertheless, the laboring clase and a1!) the working people, wader the 

leaderehip of Che party, aehiewed « aumber of new uccesees. We consider the aradual 
implementation of etrweturel changee directed toward the growth of long: 
sectors to be capecial lapertent ateatest 
i” Our history wae aeh of, the production of 
modern develomment of the eleetr 
coneclidated the social security 
on Che baste of the development of 


the 
Tee feet that we fightly expect of the 
strategic polley of inereased efficteney of the national 
letensifieation doee fot mean that we can expect nothing new of unusually chal longing 
if CuF economic Life. On the contrary, tt the neceesity 
resolute and rapid turn te tatenet fication require eubsetantially higher 
standards on all lewele of management, a1! etate and economic bed 
of politica! leadership by party agencioe and intensificats 
and creative work of al! working collectives. 
efeases to the extent that we hawe failed te 



























those of the preceding perice of socialiet 


The basic reason for the need to turn to an intensive type of economic deve lopment 
is wot only fat the possibilities for extensive growth are exhausted, since these 
tendencies bi en to surface in our coonamy ewen in the second half of the fifties 
and since thie type of social replacement has today reached ite limite, but aleo 
because of the very essence of building developed socisiien To 

in extensive methods of economfe growth seans to hamper and seriously damage our 
econany and consequently societywide dewelopment ⸗ well, and to stand in the way 

of pursuing the aatural lawe of thie etage of developed socialion. This corresponds 
to 4 high lewel of the e better utilization of production and social 
resources, raising the useful qualities and properties of products and better 
management of human labor The difference between extensive and intensive 

management is sot that today, just a6 in past development of the socialist economy, 
we ate not placing emphasie on the productivity of human labor, on reducing the 
labor input and increasing the productivity per worker It continues to be extremely 
important that from every hour of human Labor expended, fram every kilowatt hour 

of electricity, or, simply put, from every anit of a productive resource, we manage 
to obtain ewer @ore usable valve However, the essence of intensive deve lopment 

















itee in Cur obtaining the mantimue of final net eoomemic results, especially high 
e 


formation of Aations! income ané, on thie basie, foleing the people's living 
standard essentially with existing praduet cont eption, with exieting sourees of 
eneray, few materials and supplies, and manpower. Thies can be achieved by deve loping 
the ereative forees of the laboring elase and other workers, by accelerating 
selentific- technics! progress and converting it into the seientific- teehntes! 
revolution, by tatensifying soelaliet econamie integration, by improving the 
coe SS sree management and by an overall imerease in the social produe- 
tivity f. 


While the growth of labor produvetivity in 4 period of extensive development is 4 
proeese in which one worker is able to process wore and more raw materiale and 
supplies, in intensifleation the prodwetivity of human labor ie 4 process in which 
the workers, with @ emaller era th of traditional energy sourees, produce ever 
ereater quantities of changing produete with sore useful properties. Thue, the 
dominating reeouree, is 4 progressive change in products, seaning product innovation 
in Which tmproving technology is even more demanding because of the increased amount 
of produet inpevation which quest be mastered both technologicially and in time. 
Progressive product innovationsare auch more potent sources of savings in material, 
energy and labor resources than simple econamies achieved by effurte to taise the 
level of aging and obsolete production. Without @ goal-oriented process of product 
imfovation, without sore and better prodwet innowation and mainly without a rapid 
expansion of the production of new prodwete with improved technology, we will not 
be able to assure the required increases in value and best possible application of 
our material end labor resources. 





i* the innovative process based on sciertific- technical advances, more profound 

and ‘undamental changes are constantly and rapidly being introduc ¢d in the design- 
ing of ,roduete, whether it be raw materiale, semifinished articies and components 
heeded fcr the production of finished goods of capital assets and consumer goods. 
Products ere being substantially reduced in size, are more reliable, perform better 
and have ot \er useful parameters. Sew branches and sectors of science and production 
ate appearing and growing, such a¢ nuclear energy. sicro- and opto-eleetronics, 
sicrobiology, , ene engineering, etc, offering unprecedented possibilities for the 
utilization and uL-tter epplication of all labor, energy and raw material resources 
and offering new res... ~** for the development of production and society in general. 


Tie development of innovation, economy and efficiency of proaiuction, the degree to 
which we best use raw materials, supplies and energy, our effectiveness on foreign 
markets and in satisfying our domestic needs, all these are directly dependent 

the quality of scientific-technical development of production and on the intro- 
duction of advanced etructural changes. Only the broad development and application 
of ecience and technology in production will help us solve our greatest problems 

in the shortage of labor, in high manufecturing consumption and low innovative 
effectiveness Only on thie basie can we effectively increase our share of the 
international division of labor and intensify socialist economic integration. 


The highest social good lies in specifically direc ing the activity of our 
scientific research base to implement the scientific-technical revolution. Thus 

it is not simply 4 matter of increasing ecientific research ani development activity 
but rather the final efficacy of thie work for society. In the meantime, however, 














Our Sebemtific, Peseareh and dewelogment bate dees fot, in Spite Of tte considerable 
achievements, hawe @ corresponding share in the setentific teehaies! progress of 
praive it © and manufactured produete aad for thie feasen, salen, setentifice progress 
if protection and prodwete ie thus far proeeeding auch wore slowly than te required 
for bollding deweloped soeialiesn. The other side of this problem te represented by 
ar active approaeh to seienee, wting it to solve praetion! probleme and the speed 
with whieh the fesulte are put inte practice. 


The requirement to aeeelerale selentifice: technica! progress places few, higher 
demande on the quality of management of beth seienee and production, all the 

more Go since all aspects of the require?’ turn te the intensification of our 

economy af* coneentrated in the area of programmed eanagement Efforts to taprove 
the quality © management @uet originate in the objectives of the plan and the 

state plan foe dewe opment of the national economy and economic plane at all levels 
must definitely be founded on plane of seientifie-techniea!l development. The 

plan for setentific- technical development aust become an integral part, and literally 
the backbone, of th estate plan Setentific- technica! development aust be the 
chief thrust @ a)! parte of the plan and eapecially the production plan and aust 
support 411 aepeete of ite implementation. We must see to it that the obligation 
to @ehie ve selentific- technical goale te giver top priority and ie strictly 
corteotled. At beth national and lower economic lewels there aust be a clear 
corcept of future development of production on the baste of setentific- technical 
development and the goale and focus of key guidelines of the innovative process 
must be clearly designated so that these guidelines are converted into practical 
forms of goal-oriented programs as preseribed in the shape of state goal-oriented 
programe on the lewe!l of central management and, further, that they are identified 
ae being among the key taske of scientific-technical development on the VAJ 
[economic production unit) and enterprise level. Efforts aust be made to see that 
goal-orteated prograss of whatever order involwe the beet possible preparations 
for and execution of specific comprehensive innovative actions and encompass 
phases of research and development preparation ae well as investment phases and 
phases ior starting new production. State goal-oriented programs will carry out 
their siesion better to the extent that their proparations are closely linked 

te the weeds of cur economy aml to the extent that they orient the process of 
intensification and restructuring to confore with long- tere concepts. 





The specific contributions of state goal-oriented programe, basic central and 
entecprise measures to reduce manufacturing consumption chiefiy through better 

use of energy and aw materiale, proceedures to limit inefficient production and to 
shift operations to produets in which we match world etandards or even exceed 

thes these all should be apparent fram the beginning of the implementation of the 
Seventh Five-Year Plan. In addition to system measures, it is necessary, especially 
in the system of planned management, to make substantially broade. use of well- 
thought-out, economically justified measures the interests of overcoming 
conservation in the work of VAJs, enterprises and ministries, a conservatiem which 
as « rule results from placing group invereste above the inte: ests of society, at 


large. 


The essence of the struggle for efficiency on an intensive basis must be groater 
growth of the national income than of the new social product. We can no longer 
allow ourselves to appeal to an underetanding of general needs and wait to see how 




















bt ait © wee Out, Pulfilling Ghe cask of aehieving maxtieue development and use 

of the Rational ineame with the laweet possible consumption @uet became our main 

eoneerh and the criterion for aetivity @ our state eoonamic management and be 

the subject of sustained party and state guidance and contre! It is preeteely 

in key areas of social interest that we must consistently follow Lenin's 

 ¥ “eoelalion means building « centralized economy, an econamy controlled fram 
eonter... 


Centrally planned sanagement on principles of democratic centralies is necessary 
because of our domestic needs and aleo the need to comolidate socialist eeonowic 
istegration. Lt te essential to strengthen the active influence of the etate plan 
while implementing higher forme of integrat activity and while carrying out 
long-term coneepte of linking the Ceeehow! econamy with the eceialist eo- 
operation of the CEMA member estates. Ever closer cooperation in planning is 
beca@ing the main guideline for consolidating long-term and stable productive 

and scientific: technica! relations among our countries. We proceed from the 
theory, confirmed in practice, that deweloped sociaiien will be produced and can 
» ee et on ae tee els ee ee 
comunity, that then any further building of soctaliem becomes an ever more 
integrated international development of the whole socialist syetem. That is 
precisely why thie integration ie net to be considered as 4 mere coordi sation 

of plane and contractual alliances chiefly by aeane of foreign trade buc rather 
as 4 qualitatively higher lewe!l of autual economic integration, especially on the 
basis of cooperation and specialization as regards technological integration. 








It is especially in thie direetion that our « operation with the Soviet Union is 

aiming. 4 program of specialisation and cooperation and coordination of plane 

for the yeare 19861-1985, which, through ite concept and specifically agreed upon 
provisions offers our econamy excellent new opportunities to link ap with the 
powerful drive of he Soviet economy at the top level of world selentific- 

technology and thus attain the highest ultimate socia! - leney. Eeonemic and 
scientific-technical cooperation with the Soviet Union - bring about 4 aulti- 

plication of our forces in the development and utilization of all sources of 
intensification and ite influence on the efficient production of the national 

income and by expanding the creativity of the workers gives our econamy lo.g- tere 
stability and future prospects. The Central Comittee of our party indicated 

that continuing intensification of universal -conomic and scientific- technical 

cooperation with the Soviet Union and expanding cooperation with the other countries 

of the socialist camunity ere essential to our future economic development. This 
cooperation is an effective tool for the development of our econamy and with its 

help we will resist the unfavorable .apacts of deteriorating general conditions, 

with it our econamy will expand and we must take it into account even into the 

future. tt is only through the support of socialist economic integration that we 

can deal effectively with our economic relations with nonsocialist countries. 


We will be meeting the goals of the development of our national econamy under 
worsened conditions of external economic relations. This is an objective reality 
and we cannot ignore it, especially since we have already experienced the unfavor- 
able effects of foreign influemes in the Sixth Five-Year Plan, when the impact 
of higher import prices represented about Kes 60 billion. We were unable to met 
these increased import prices by increasing our exports. We must appreciate all 








the @ore Che protection fram literally Cragte consequences that our sembership 
in CMY Provided and especially the feet that we are proeuring fuel and raw 
materia.s from the USGA at esubetantially lower cost. For example, during the 
beventh Five-Year Plan we will be getting petrolews from the Bevie* Union for a 
price whieh Le substantially lower compared with current prices from nonsoetaliet 
countries. And we have no way of a way A by how much the eost of 


pelrolews on Gheee markets will — 
S year period we will be a 
to the average of world prices in 
These advantages however, do not for 

manufacturing Coatumption. On the contrary, there te perhape no problem for 
which Lt be #0 orgent te aehieve 4 real turnabout ae 

‘0 ¢ @-aufaeturing consumption. 







Ae @ proeessing natian we are and constantly will be dependent on imports of raw 
material and ew ray resources and obtaining them will be more and more costly and 
diffiewlt, We must underetand, in all ite ramifications, thie great ce 

ef Ceechoslovakia on fore econamic relations we newer have and never will be 
immune to mowemente of var ld economics. 


it , therefore, proper an¢é necessary that we take concrete measures, as, for 
example, the decision on counterimport policies, all tt + gore so since a consider- 
able proportion of our imports are uneconamic and it is not a rare case for enter- 
prises and Vie to waste fureian exchange on useless imports a14 goode not fully 
justifiable. The set of counterimport measures taken by the go ernment must be 
consistently and responsibly implemented to achieve more efficient asecsament 

of rae materials, full utilisation of all imports and to restrict imports and 
exports that are at variance with the guidelines. The single and actual source 

of needed foreign exchange is, however, the efficient exportation of products 


of owe processing industry, especially engineering. 


We must be all means take « leseon from the fact that our econcmy was not able 

to fully eower the increased cost of basic import receipts by increasing ite export 
efficiency, in epite of the fact that a 1974 resolution of the November plenum of 
the CPCZ Ceatral Committee warned that deteriorating foreign conditions were 
becoming permanent factors and that the foeus of these problems was shifting into 
the economy. This session of the CPCZ Central Committee early pointed owt the 

main waye Co overcame the conse sences of changes ir external conditions of foreign 
exchange. aithough these conc lusions were not consistently carried out in the 
economic sphere. Drops in engineering exporte especially and additional imports 
for the agricultural and food complex led to a worse development of the trade 
balance than had been expected in the Sixth Five-Year Plan. Some of this deteri- 
oration had to be taken care of by foreign credits. Contrary to original expect- 
tations, the trade credits provided by us also increased, thus leading to a 
postponement of collections and the need for temporary compensation through foreign 
sources. However, ve must clearly see that the problems of our foreign-exchange 
situation are not in the current state of our assets and liabilities but primarily 
in the developing trends, in the fact that we must expect further rapid increased 
demands on the technical-economic standards of products sold on world markets. 

















Thie calle tor having the necessary amount of caport goods tnventery capable 
of meeting the competition, Consequently, we must consider aueh sore carefully 
how te direct future development in the area of investment poliey so that, even 
with relatively emaller investment resources, we can achieve higher national 
econmmic efficiency and so that the export capability of our economy may erow 
more rapidly by preferential development of those branches in which we have the 
prerequisites for making the beet use of our domestic raw materiale and fully 
wtiliaing the high qualifications, skille and creative abilities of our workers, 


This, however, places @greatet demands and more responsibilities on the production 
sphere @ achieve those parameters, cost factors of production and productivity 
of labor which would be comparable with world standards. To this end, it is 

nee seary for production representatives, designers, technicians and planners to 
monitor world developments and especially innovative moves, in order to learn more 
about their foreign competitors and their tatentions than heretofore. At the 
same time, it is necessary for economic instruments to react more flexibily te 
the rapid movement of exchange relations abroad in order, with their help, to 
faise the responsibility of the pr oduction sphere toward positive, long-term, 
balanced development of our foreign economic relations. 


In connection with the problem complex of external econmmic relations it ie neces- 
eaty, however, to emphasize that, together with the need for further improvement 
of our foreign-trede activity, the high competitive quality of our products on 
the world markets must be based above ali on research and production. Foreign 
exchange, which in our circumetances i¢ extremely important, is an essential means 
for expanding our productive capability and atisfying the development needs of 
our soctety. 


In all of this, our engineering and electronics industry is of particular importance. 
Here is where the decisions are made about advanced production technology in all 
the other branches, about the quality and variety of 4 good portion of consumer 
goods and about our standing in socialist economic integration and on foreiga 
markets. Substantially increasing the intensity of production innovations in the 
engineering and electronics industry is, fram the standpoint of intensification 
of our entire economy as well as our external economic relations, the key question 
of the whole upeaming five-year plan. So it is essential to see the necessity for 
the rapid development of electronics and microelectronics which in the last two 
@ecades have attained a really remarkable position in the world. They are pene- 
trating more and more into al! areas of human activity, fram industry all the way 
to health, education and culture. They determine the technical-economic standards 
of industrial products, advance their functional parameters, performance and 
reliability and method of servicing. They significantly influence the defense 
capability of countries and penetrate ever more deeply inm the soc ioeconomic 
fabric of society. They are deve loping at an extremely rapid innovative pace and 
their utilization is becoming one of the important measures of the maturity and 
technical-economic lc vel of industrially developed countries and a key factor in 
the dynamiem of future economic development. The use of lithography opened the 
way to further miniaturization and further intensification of production procedures 
by combining part of the assembly operations with those of production. 


lt is every more apparent that without electronic controls engineering equipment 
becomes less efficient, impedes the development of the economy and is unsalable on 
world markets. Electronic converters in driving mechaniems and other applications 

















save os hundreds of thousands of tens of standard fuel. In industry and agriculture, 
im cometruetion a8 well a8 in transpertation, there appear more and more sieroeleet~ 
Fonte cmtrole for machinery and processes which save thousands of workers, hundreds 
Of Chowsends of tons of material and fuel and millions of korunas in actual 
expenditures In the last yeare of the Sixth Five-Year Plan our central agencies 
pasted a Humber Of resolutions on energy to accelerate the development of aiero- 
eleetromics At the present time, numbers of sicroeleetronic components needed for 
microprocessing controle and for other electronic applieati.ns have been of will be 
put into production Fesential agreements were drawn up on international eooperation 
and the reciproeal delivery of these components. A state goal-oriented program, 
"BRlectronice,” was prepared and ie oriented toward further development and broader 
provision of eleetecomie components for the national economy, 





The Ceechoslovak eicetrieal engineering industry prepared a broad coneept of ite 
development in the seventh and eighth five-year plans, the main purpose of which 
is to cateh up with world leadership in components for sicroelectronice in the near 
future We are starting up 4 highly demanding technology for the production of 
integrated clreuite for extensive integration of the MOB model. According to the 
concept adopted, al! the main groups of electroteehnical and electronic products 
will be of an innovative nature. In the course of the Seventh Five-Year Plan a 
hew line of eleetronic computers of our aake will be put on the domestic market. 
In the sector of investment electronics, new private branch telephone exchanges of 
the third-and-one-half generation will be delivered as will new types of radar and 
new products for medical technology and high-vo'tage electrical engineering. Consumer 
electronics will be enriched by td evision receivers with “inline” color tubes, 

new models of radios, tape recorders, phonographe, etc. 








The required volume of technological equipment cannot be obtained only through lic- 
ensing and purchases from abroad. We will have to design and produce a considerable 
portion of it ourselves, using our own resources and the skills of our own people. 
The qualification structure of workers in setence, research, development and 
production will have to be adapted to new directions and goals. We aust expect 

that microtechnology will continue to develop in the world. Consequently, we aust 
also take the lead in sefience, research and development. The expansion of electronics 
and microelectronics sust became here, as everywhere else in industrially developed 
countries, the sain intensification factor in the development of our economy. 


Capital construetion, which for a long time has been predetermining the way for 
further economic development, @ust also share the responsibility here. That, however, 
is stil. one of the weakest points in implementing our economic policies. Although 
the Il5ch CPCZ Congress very emphatically showed that a change in the structure of 
investments in favor of modernization and remodeling aust be our main guideline, 
pressure persists for new construction and there are excessive demands for the import 
of machinery and equipment. This increases claims to cover the balance of payments 
abroad. In additic,s, it was again stated at the 18th session of the Central Com- 
mittee chat the management of our fixed assets is continuing to deteriorate, which 
is actually proof of our continuing “extensive” management and also proof of the 
access of winistries, WiJs and enterprises to the strategic program of our ec saamic 
policies. Making poor use of our fixed assets is evidence of the irresponsil le waste 
of our national wealth and resources, which belong to all of society. In the past, 
we have put a good portion of our created national income into current fixe’ sssets 
and therefore we are justified in asking that these assets contribut: more 

















signifiecantiy te ssinteining our high living slander’ @ed ite continued groweh, 
Poor utilisation 9f fined production assets in terme of time and capacity and the 
ever gtowing discrepancy between theif replacement and the replaceoent of labor 
ate showing up in the relative shortages of mannawer and in reduced use of shift 
work, But the worst of it is that the excessively high dynamieon of tavestment 
activity with failure to assign 4 higher proportion to sodemmigation and re- 
modeling work results in requirements for more fuel, energy and raw eaterial 
fesoutees. 


Al, Chis, together with 'w long: lasting deficiences in capital construction, 

such ae failure to start up facility operations on time and with planned parameters, 
excessive unfinished construction and the growth of investment eotte, cause great 
losses to the national economy, particularly eince every drop hae 4 chain reaetion 
in cuppiier-econsumer relations with an unfavorable iapact on supp!ying both the 
domestic market and exports ae well ae the fact that we have to leport essential 
products mos''y tor hard currency. 


Im the Seventh Five-Year Plan, we suet a!) resolutely enforce the requirement that 
the whole syetem of managing unite under conetruction be placed inte the tnweetuent 
plan and that the whole course of capital construction be etrictty Fr 4 by 

it to achieve consistent integration with enterprise plane and subs thaliy rater 
the responsibility of participants in construction for the results ‘nveatment 
work. Central bodies and sectors are net to allow the erowth of tiny ot eoste 
as a matter of course, all the more #0 since investigation shows that to a 
considerable extent they are arrived at precisely by subjective underestimating of 
the econamic aspects of efficiency, inconsie¢ency and irresponsibility toward 
societywide interes:s Many projects were built less economically than was 

possible under our conditions because the narrow personal interests of the suppliers 
were against cheaper, lese substantial designe. 


Long-term experience shows that thorough preinvesteent preparation of projects 

is a basic requirement for efficieney of construction, during the course of 
construction and completion by the stipulated deadline Consequently, among the 
foremost taeke of our efforts to inerease efficiency in the Sewenth Five-Year Plan 
is the substantial upgrading of the entire process of capital construction by @ 
marked improvement in the procedures, acthods of management ard coordination of 
all pacticipante in capital construction, control of the whole eyele of planning 
preparation and execution of construction an’ concentrating our forees on 
completing projects and starting up faciliti « within the planned and designed 
parameters. For management of the national ecomomy ae well ae the Hote area of 
cavital construction, it holde true that chiefly by @eane of the plan and ia 
proved planning it is possible for ue to overcome out problems, unite the efforts 
of the peopic and sobilize our material and financial resources, and thie applies 
perhaps doubly to -apital construction, 


New elements of the systes of programmed sanagement can %* tmplemeated only in 
connection with the saterial content of the pian. The purpose of our efforts, 
after ali, ie not only to improve the system of management but rather the 
systematic development of the national economy an’ more fully satisfying the 
growing needs of the people. The Set of Measures for Improving the Planned 
Management System of the National Economy must operate in favor of the plan, on 
the one hand, to help enforce and carry out the state plan a6 4 law and, on the 
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other bem, to be 88 effective tool fee @ebhliging GQhe initiative of the workers, 
Dev lofeent of Che cenagement eyetes hae Owe interconnected, mutually dependent 
a) Supportive aspects the state plan and —y 9 thor rasehet with the tool 
of monetary incentive With inereasing degrees complexity and the growing 
effect of eelentifie: Coohnical advances, the counterplen assumes increasing 
bepertemee, collectively expreseing the contribution of working teams toward 
developing central economic pelletes tn individual enterprises, This is an ia 
por tan. eromemic aes polities! geal. Let we have ne illusions chat a1! sanagement 
peteomme! and coll «tive workere already understand the implementation of the Bet 
Of in simply Ghat the economic thinking of people 
cannot day Co Che went. The greatest danger is rep esented 
by Uboee for whom 4 few arrangement does not fit inte their established pactern 

of mahegement. for vhow increased challenges and responsibilities for assets 

en. rusted to them en’ eeeting soetety's interests confliet with their convenience, 
ef0lee aod astute dodging of responsibilities. 








Likewise vs quel frecognice in time and proceed resolutely against tendencies toward 
whi lateral overestimation of the market mecharion. Fran there it is only a email 
step (© wmlereetimating the rele of the plan and weakening state management of the 
eeonomy Theee questions net only affeet the area of economic theory but also 
pr@etica! economic polley Making planned use of buying and selling relations is 
of great ieperiance to socielien General economic relations of soeialion inc lude 
Wages. prices, prerit, fetern on inweetmente, ete but the key point is that the 
eeeialie! community eases thee in « planned sanner. 


The systes of prices in ite entirety has an important role in sociation by 

linking production and consumption in all areas of the replacement process. The 
wholesale price op «tee in the production sphere and is an important eriterioa 

for labc. and reeource iapet. tn the Sewenth Piwe-Year Plan we want it to stimulate 
even more the dietribution of the resuite of labor among the populace, socialist 
enterprises and the state. We are taking measures to see that wholesale 

actively operate toward greater economy consciousness and better utilization of 

ail society's input in the replacement process. We are continuing to try to 
™Mintain consistency between prices and socially needed labor input and, at the 
sane time, through price formation, better express the level of the utility value 
of producte and in domestic price formulation gradually give greater consideration 
to more difficult internal conditions. State wholesale prices aust ore clearly 
fulfill their fumetione as standards and in sceordance with the coquirements of 
efficiency operate better to reduce manufacturing conseumpcion. Consequently, one 
of the estential pricing procedures for the Seventh Five-Year Plan is in fact, 

am expression of socially essential expenditures for the acquisition and iaportation 
of rav materiale in the eyetem of wholesale prices. For example, it aust be 
realiced that the cost for@ining | ton of coal for energy will be 59 percent 

higher than in the Fifth Pive-Year Plan and costs of coking coal will be 38 percent 


higher per tor. 


Socially essential coste will continue to be the basic for price formulation--other- 
wise we would be ebhendoning the platform of the Marzist labor theory of value-- 
that, howewer. te sot rejected, on the contrary, we expect conscientious deviation 
of certain pricee from their walue bese. That is why we envision further 
implementation and intensification of price stimulation for technically edvanced 

















preduets, products of top quality, fashion noveltics and products of a luxury 
nature, but aleo price penalities for technically obsolete products and third- 


gtade products. 


Mueh alee wis on the increasing of involvement of our eoonomy with the 
international division of labor. tn these relationships, the nature of the 
application of the price function as @ measure of value, until lately determined 

by the amount of national labor needed for society, necessarily changes to « 
measure of value that is determined by international values as represented by prices 
on the world market, Consequently, it is absolutely necessary to collate our 
efiteria of domestic values with the sore exacting foreign point of view. 


Those criteria, however, also apply to the prodwetion of goods for the domestic 
earket, People buy what they need and not what anyone wante to produce and eel! 
without regard to their needs. Today, having achieved 4 high degree of satisfying 
people's mmtertal and cultural needs, sustained increasing costs of production 
ve can wo 1 meet society's concerns simply by the quantity of produets if they 
are not useful, Soetety does not need to have any old kind of labor expended for 
any old kind of products but rather wante work and products of the required quality, 
techvical standards and with useful properties. Wo one can eat hie fill from 
hectares of plowed fields, but our tables are well laden with products turaed out 
by agriculture. It is ne use having lote of earth and construction work with @il- 
lions and billions invested when we need buildings in which to finally produce 
thinge in dee parameters, and houses that we can live in. Were is, if we may 
say 60, the political matter of our economic activity. Net the ecanamic impact 
alone and perhaps even the effect on the producer but rather, and above all, the 
effect on satisfying societywide concerne is the expression of our political 


approach toward managing our economic development. 


With the development of a mature socialist society ami the rapid expansion of 
production capacity as 4 result of the ectentific-technical revolution, there is 
increased need for management by plam.ing with respect to ite quality and setenti fic 
outlook, on the one hand, on the other hand, consolidating social forees around 
the state plan a8 the sain inetrument for centra! management whose objective is to 
meet society's concerns as the basis for also satisfying the interests of the 
individual. Thus central aanagement does not exclude, on the contrary it expects, 
consistent development of the initiative of our managing components and requires 
that all lewele of management unify the efforte of the workers toward guaranteeing 
implementation of the quality aspects of economic development and tc raise the 
attention of every wrker toward society's needs. 


One of the critical problems in this area is to improwe the quality of and consoli- 
date the role of the sormative base. Thie calle for higher management levels to 
use norwe used in production organizations This applice to performance standards 
as well as consumption sores. If the plan did not rely on objective technical 

and econamic parameters, then contro! work might become subjective, with negative 
consequences for the unity of interests and initiative of the people. 


Im thie connection. one cannot rely on khoegraechet as 4 self- redeeming mechanien 
which can compensate for 4 low-quality normative base through buying and selling 
telations and value categories. tIntensifying thorraschet relations without adequate 





























intensification of Uh fohmative Bese merely Beings about @ lack of restraint 

am! iepaire the Hhoerasehet link with che plan. If the ebjeecive of the plan ts 

te determine soetally desirable direetions and goals with the most des ‘e natural 
ami material values for Che ea namy, then the task of the thosrasehet stimulation 
instruments ie to pi oduce conditions 60 Ghat the theerasehet area can follow these 
directions with eas cm effleteney, The development of khosrasehet forme does not 
in any way lead to ereater Lodependence of enterprises compared to the state plan 
and ife obligations. Of the contrary, Mhograsehet expeetse consolidation of dircetive 
work a4esignmente of programmed management from headquarters as well a6 inereased 
inmdepenience in detereining which are the moet efficient methods of fulfilling 
astigned goale Suelaliet seetety has ‘he fight and obligation to assign ite 

/ ection orgarieetions specific taske and goale to the extent that is necessary 

in ofeer Co provide for the neede of soetety and thoerasehet organizations are 
obliged to [ied waye ane @eane to guarantee implementation of these tasks using 

4 @inimes of labor, saterial and wage resources. 


Closely tied Le with Mroerasehet te the use of material motivation of workers for 
the esulte of Chel: labor aetivity through wages. V.1, Lenin placed great enphasio 
on the princi ole of Getribution: "Prom each according to his abilities, to each 
according to bie eerite,” and he demanded that socialites be built "...0n the basis 
of persone! interest, om the basic of personal motivation, on the basis of 
thoerasche " Here, howewer, in eany cases the amount of campensatia and ite 
grovth are sot tied in with specific resuite of work and eo frequently a worker 
heed not be responsible for the amount produced and ite quality. Therefore, the 
development of wages also does not correspond to the development of labor pro- 
ductivity and, furchermore, it is not merely the fact that it is refleeted in 
higher wate requiremente for producing national income We particularly aust m . 
overlook chat fact thet it ie refleeted in higher wage requirements for producing 
nations! income. We particularly must not owerlook the fact that the 

of wages i¢ surpassing the production of material reeourees and development of 
services and thie leade to 4ifficult probleme on the domestic aarket. Providing 
the recuired degree of interfacing between the growth of lavor prodwetivity end 
the average wage wust alwaye be at the center of our attention and we aust by ail 
ears prewent wadesirable relations in their development. 








In this commeetion, we gust particularly change the attitude of economic aanagerial 
workers, sany of whe do not hawe the courage to differentiate between cutetanding , 
good, average and onderaverage workers OGniy thus can we make equitedle and honor- 
able wage policies at every place of work beneficial to 411 honest people, only 

in thie ~ay can the total extent of wages payable be even wore closely tied to the 
production of mational income and the growth of net labor productivity. Therefore, 
in the Sewenth Five Year Plan we are aleo strengthening the dependence of workers 
earnings of the production of assets @o that the amount of basic wages will depend 
only on walae adde! and the incentive component of wages will depend on profit- 
ability and quality. ft is wery important for each worker to understand this 
relationship because workers earnings hawe @ critical role in satisfying their 
private consumption 


The deve lopment of private consumption of the population will also be affected by 
the extent to which the domestic aarket is able to secure @ balance in produst 
se'ection between oometary demand and the supply of goods and services. This is 
& basic condition for the continuous flow of cash earnings of the population. 
Dircetives for the Sewenth Piwe-Year Plan expect thie kind of balancing situation 
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on the domestic market in order te be able te satiety growing consumption with a 
felatively lower average amount of supplies than in the Sixth Pive-Year Plan. te 
ie the key to the production of national ineame, to what is available for die- 
tribution and thue also for delivery to the consumer goods inventory, stabilization 
Of the domestic market and its development consistent with the velocity of money. 
At the same time, the question is not merely the amount of good on the market 

but father inereasing and varying the supply of @ desirable assortment of goods, 
with better teehnical and esthetic properties, servicing, ete. 


Dveumentation presented at the i8th session of the Central Cammit' ‘ndleated 
extensively and very specifically the course of our inereasing private and social 
consumption and se there is no need to repeat the widely publicized figures of thie 
social program. Tt is, however, necessary to emphasize and state repeatedly that 
it te besie to our Struggle to carry owt the stra*egic program of our economic 
policy for literally every sember © our working teams to fully understand that 

the implementation of our soeioe on whe programe and living standard depend on the 
production of assets which we cteate. Everyone must understand that the question 
of collective prodwetivity of labor cannot be separates from the amount of resources 
* ay will hawe available and consequently the tind of life each one of us 
wi ve 


The wery best course of social policy and a good plan of socioeconamic deve lopment 
will mot raise the living standard by a single pereent if their iaplesentation 
does not have the active support of the workers. Herein lies the immense importance 
of the working teame whose growing social role is linked with inereased res- 
ponsibility toward society for the final ecwomic resulte of their work. This 

wnity of the workers based on the division an cooperation of labor in a socialist 
society forms the basic social cell of our society, assists in the development of 
ereative activity of the people and the ideological involvement of their interests 
with the interests and goale of all of society. Meeting the priorities of socialien 
calls for the aetivity of the peaple to be conscientious and ideologically in- 
formed And since economic development is the basis for development of che other 
social areas and conduct of the people stimulsted rimarily by their economic 

needs and concerns, thes the key to political activity of the people aust Iie in 
their participation in the implementation of econumic policy in the sense of 

Lenin's watchword: "What is the essence of communion? Ail of ite propaganda must 
be channeled so that it will lead to practical control of the building of the 
state.” 


Tt is important that the uniform efforts of agencies and a ganizations of the 
party. committees. Youth Union and eccucomic workers concentrate the working 
imitiative and socialist competition of individuals and co: lectives on soiving 

the basic probleme of development of the national economy and on ite intensification, 
obtaining saximan ‘inal national-cconomic results from existing resources with a 
sinimun of manufacturing consumption. They aust provide full support t che 

devel opment and consolidation of all forms of worker initiative among which the 
most waluable are the brigades of socialist labor, the comprehensive efficiency 
bridages and trouble-shooting teams. Thes- teams are an expression of the creative 
cooperation of seientific-technical intelligentsia with the laboring class, an 
eupression of the initiative and voluntary activity of engineers, technicians 

and workers and also an expression of the cultural and technical mat “ity of the 














labotiog clase and ite inereasing share in the brainwork invelved in ite work, 
They should take the lead in tating on counterplans whieh make it possible for 
working teane and individuals in enterprises, plants and on worksites to be 
efeatively tavelved with the proeese of foreulating, implementing and supervising 
fulfillment of Che plan, Counterplanning is based on the relationship between 
the five-year plan and the annusl plans and to 4 considerable extent the 
method used up 10 now to formulate the annual plan. Thie stems from the t thet 
formulation of he annual plan must became the direct concern of the workers who 
best know the specific conditions and possibilities of their place of work, The 
gteatest importance of coun'erplanning, however, is that it helps ue solve the 
most difficult job--knowing how t overcame obstacles in ourselves, in our approaches, 
in pereleting inertia, in tendencies tovard conservatiem and hanging on to 
tradi*ional methods of doing thinge which were once tried and tested but are 

now outdated. Im thie respect we have to make considerably more demands on 
management components and management personne! in ministries, Vide and other 
agencies, on their political, technical and ideological maturity and energy. We 
must see to it that responeible persons are selected for responsible jobs. He 

who is interested in a comfortable life cannot hold a leading position, The 
principle aust generally apply, and even more so in personnel policies, that 

instead of universal proclamations of fidelity to the party and devotion to 
s0ctaliom, we will judge each person according to what he has actually done, how 

he enforces party poliey at his place of work, in hie surroundings and in the 
cOlleetive under his control. 









Thies is 4 very pressing and real area of coneern for party, committee and youth 
organizations under the present conditions of striving for efficiency and high 
quality in all work. Overeaming outdated habite, useless vestiges and deeprooted 
falee notions and forming new attitudes toward work toward social concerns and 
goals, toward working and civic duties is an extremely complicated task. But no 
less revolutionary than gaining political power. Comrade Husak expressed it 
appropriately “The revolutionary idea in these times is inherent above all ir 
everyday, untiring, albeit ordinary work for the pariy and for our society from 
which the great work of socialist construction proceeds. It also consists of 
not compromising with defects, with anything new and progressive. It consists 

of socialist ownership and proletariat internationaliom, in a fighting, creative 
and highly active approach toward implementing the policies of our party in the 
knowledge that through our work we are strengthening socialist society and contri- 
buting to the vietory of communism all over the world.” 


6= 9) 
cso. 2490/1435 























AKMED FORCES STRUCTURE, POLICY DEVELOPMENT TRACED 


Cologne DEUTSCHLAND ARCHIV in Gecman Vol 12 Ne 3, Mar 8) @igned to pre: s 20 Feb 
80 pp 268-276 


‘Analyses and Reporte’ feature article by Gero Weugehauer: “Twenty-five Years of 
the National People's Army (WVA).” A transiaticn of the Gisela Helwig article, 
cited in footnote 21, is published under the head ag “West German Commentary on 
Military Inetruetion in GDR Schools,” in JPRS 735°2, W May 79, Neo 1686 of this 
series, pp 4-37; see aleo pp 18-66 of the same //RS iseue for additional iteme 
on related information] 





[Text] Structure and Development 


When on 1f January 1956 Willi Stoph, in addressing the GDR People's Chamber, justi- 
fied che establishment of a National People's Army, he aentioned not only the 
obligations which arose for the GDR as 4 result of ite joir sg the Wareaw Pact, 

but also the tureat to the GDR deriving from the FRC's joining NATO and the es- 
tablichment of the West Cerman Armed The GDR's wilitary security was fot 
to be left to the Soviet forces alone; the GDR considered it to be ite duty to 
make 4 national contribution to the of ite bordere and political and 
social system. This nations) component was not to be overestimated because, in 
referring to the character of he Weet Armed 

mercenary array” without any national roote , Stoph | out th double nature 
of the establishment of this army, which involwed accomplishing not only national 
but aleo internationalist sissions, that ie to say, alliance ai 














wile the other Warsaw Pact gemver states already had armed forces, the GOR did not 
have an aray that could be in into the ential of a future treaty force. 
That did not gean that the NVA [National People's Army) was created {roe 

The military-policy and @il\tary-propage: ia prerequisites for the buildup of armed 
forces had already been created prior to the founding of the GOR when, for 

the SED Politburo demanded that the “erman people support the Soviet Union in case 
of an attack by the United .cates alec wiiiterily’. The armed forces, that had 
been built up in the GOR until 1955-1956 however only to « very limited degree 

@et the requirement. of 4 silitary cor*'tct because the wilitary protec fon of the 
SBZ [Soviet Occupecion Zone] an4 the GDR, which was founded in 
missions exclusi-ely for the Soviet Aray. The deciaration of t 
People’s Police, as “national armed forces”--which took place in 

little in this situation sithough these formations, in cerme of their org sization 


is 

















ood efement, alfeady revealed the character of eilitary untie, The foreign-policy 
jegitimation ef thie deelarat.on was of attempt te integrate the FRO inte the EVG 
(Puropean Defense Community), The «ilitarv-pelicy purpose was te train cadres for 
a future ermy, whereby @embers of the former Wor! d War Il German armed forcee=- 
vho hed been reeduceted in Soviet antifascist camps curing their captivity as 
prisecere of wat--in some ways played an important role in the leadership bodies 
of theee eattonal ferees, But they did net attain the importance of former World 
~ 1) German armed forces officers durin, che buildup of the Weet German Armed 
cee, 


The firet NVA unite were orgs. eed from the EVP unite after the passage of the “Law 
on the National People's Army” on 18 January 1956. The firet unite had been set 

up om | March 1956; simee then, that day has been considered the “Day of the 
National People's Aray.” In poiet of fact however the process of forming the 

arey already began after the ODR joined the Warsaw Pact in May 1955. The isa~ 
tional prerequisite was created by taking the gain adwinist ration, for 
the EVP, owt of the Minietry of Interior’. The establishment of the NVA from KVP 
white however did got signify the tranefer of KVP personnel, The personnel objec- 
tives however seemed to be attainable because 4 general draft wae not introduced 

in GDR defense legislation in 1956; instead, it only became law in 1962, The 
abeence of an automatic transfer of KVP gembers to the nov 
thermore presented a possibility of keeping personnel, who 
hed get preven themeelwes, away from the new army and th «, 
4 social and political structure the officer corps | 
the goale of the SED. Accordingly, 3 percent of the of icers, 
NOOs, and 10 percent of the enlisted Sen were SED seaberr 
81.5 percent of the officers came from the working clase 
the peasantry*, The intention originally was to organize 
bet that decision was changed already in June 1956 and 
reduced to 90,000 men), tn th’s way the GDR wanted to 
fusing the situation in Europe. The sew personnel etrength aleo 
with the personne! and materiel capabilities because 4 
when it came to getting volunteers. tn general however, the bui 
progteseed relatively briskly. The NVA units which, in cont rast 
of the WVO (Warsaw Treaty Organization), were immediately placed under 
ommend of the armed forces, were quickly equipped with Soviet 
The buildup ané command of the waits from the very beginning were guided by 
decisions of th high command strictly along the lines of Soviet silitary~sc 
and military-organization principles. Seviet @ilitary spec 
as a@vieors to NVA headquartere and field waite and in August 
maneuvers were carried out, invwolwing unite of the O88D (group 
Germany) and the NVA. In 1958, the integration of NVA units into 
forces wae confirmed. The first NVA buildup phase had been completed although that 
did eet prevent any subsequent reorganization measures’. The integration of the NVA was 
speeded up by maneuvers that were carried out starting in 1961 aleo together with 
waite from other Pact countries. That was connected with the intention of increas- 
ing the GDR share in the joint defense efforte in beeping with the altered silitary- 
policy and militery-strategy concept of the Wareaw Pact. That applied at least 

to the financial aspect because Khrushchev in July 1958 announced that the Soviet 
Union would ae longer demand that the COR pqy any of the costs arising from the 
stationing of Sewiet troops in that country Sut is was sore important to sete 
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that, by virtue of the changes in th. Seviet Union's military-strategy concepts, 
the view prevailing until 196le-to the effect that a future war would be 4 auclear 
@issile war and that the ground forces could therefore be cut back=-was discarded 
and that instead the significance of conventional forces, especially armor, was 
again emphasized. The development of @ilitary technology, referred to as “revo 
lution in military affairs,” furthermere brought about qualitative changes in 

the training of officers and enlisted sen and in the leadership of the various 
wits, The inereased valence of the NVA within the context of the Wareaw Pact 
forees was underscored by the inciusion of the gobile unite s° elements inte the 
Firet Strategic Echelon of the Pact forces, completed in 196 


Thies imereased significance of the NVA was aleo underlined by the Wareaw Pact 
maneuver® iv which the NVA has been participating since 196). 


Cooperation between headquarters, ase well as major and minor unite of the NVA and 
the GSD is particularly intens ive’, 


The crash program concerned with the integration of the NVA into the Pact forces, 
their equipment with relatively modern Soviet weapone systems and gear, and the 
improved military triining of army personnel--in connection with which an attempt 
was made to upda’e lessons learned from military a to present-day use~- 

in the opfaion of Western observers likewise brought about % situation where the 
NVA wae developed into a modern and powerful fighting force!®, The NVA's structure 
was basically net changed a8 part of the development process, nor were fundamentally 
nev weapons systems introduced, with che exception of APCe. Ase at the times of ite 
Original esteblichwent, the NVA today |ikewise still consiete of three services. 
The ground f. rces consist of two tank and four sotorized rifle divisions as well as 
major and minor units (artillery, miesiles, AA defense, airborne wits, and AT 
units); the, constitute the largest service. The unite of the Air Porces/Air 
Defense are equipped with fighter aircraft, fighter-bombers, he'icoptere, and 
transport « reraft a6 well as AA [ertillery] and AA eiesile unit: and paratroopers. 
The emailest service is the People's Navy which has two frigates, ae well as a 
series of missile boats, Pl Soete, sinesweepere and support vessels ae well as 
landing craft. It also hae a helicopter squadron. 


The differing size is also expressed in the personnel strength; in 1979, the ground 
forces had 107,000 rf the Air Porces/Air Defense had 6,000, and the People's 
Navy had 16, 000 mon 


The organication of the NVA shows that it is not 4 carbon copy of the Sowiet Armed 
Forces. It does oot have any atomic weapons but it does nave delivery vehicles. 
A quict glance at the development of ite personne! strength in recent years shows 
how they grew during the seventies. 
Deve lopment of NVA Personnel Strength (in Thousands) 
1962 «61964 0) «©1966 1968) =— 1969) = 1970) 1972) 1978S 8761 97% 

85 106 122 126 i37 129 131 145 i57 159 


(Source: The International Institute for Strategic Studies, TH MILITARY BALANCE, 
London, annual publication). 
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Defense expenditures also went up considerably!?, 

Development of Defense Expenditures (in Millions of Marks) 

1962 1964 1966 1968 1970 1972 

2,620.7 2,735.0 43,200,0 5,765.0 6,733.0 7,625.0 

1974 1976 197) i978 1979 1980 1961 


8,792.5 10,233,0 7,868.0 6,261.0 6,674.0 9,403.0 10,193,.0 ) 
3,155.0 3,312.0 3,474.0 3,683.0 3,923.0 


Source: K. W. Peicke, "The GDR Defense Budget,” DEUTSCHLAND ARCHIV, No 2, 1977, | 
p 165, wnttl 1964 computed according to actual figures, starting in 1976, based on | 
plan figures, starting in 1977, subdivided into expenditures for national defense ' 
and expenditures for public security, law and order, and protection of the inter- / 
national boundary, see the following, 1976, GBL [Legal Gazette], 1, 1975, No 46, 
p 746; for 1977, GBL, 1, 1976, Ne 47, p 536; for 1978, GBL, 1, 1977, No 37, p 419; 
for 1979, GBL, I, 1978, No 42, Pp 462; for 1980, GBL, I, 1979, No 45, r 462; for 
161, ND [NEURS DEVTSCTLAND), 18 December 1980, p 8. 


The NVA in the Political Systee 


in every political system, the armed forces reoresent an instrument of the political 
leadership which is used by che latter in order to attain various objectives. These 
objectives can be found not only in the security-policy and military-policy but 

aleo in the domestic-policy spheres. Pelations between the political and military 
leadership groups here constitute 4 special problem That applies basically also 

to the NVA although in 4 specific manner. 


The NVA was primarily built up from the alliance-policy objective viewpoint. In 
thie way, ite primary mission was to be an instrument of the silitery policy of 

the Warsaw Pact. Nevertheless, one quest aleo assume 4 domestic function for the 
NVA as an instrument of securing government power. Compared to the other countries 
of the Warsaw Pact, that function however sever assumed any special significance 

in the GDR; this is because, on the one hand, the buildup of the government and 

the conflict with the political opposition groups and forces, that could have en- 
dangered the foundations of the system, had been completed by 1956 (specifically, 
on 17 Jume 1953); on the other hand, other forces were available for that (People's 
Police, VP [People's Police] alert unite, factory militia units). The change in the 
domestic @ission of the NVA also increasingly emerged by virtue of the fact that 
it, on the one hand, to 4 certain extent sesumed economic tasks (assignments in 
mining, in agriculture, and in the construction industry) and, on the other hand, 
by virtue of its rising significance, within a “military education complex,” that 
is to say, within the context of socialist defense education, it became a part of 
the general social training and education systems. Two prerequisites were neces- 
eary for the assumption of this function and they were created partly during the 
buildup of the armed forces and partly only after their development as a draftee 
aray. The second prerequis'te pertained to the development of the NVA as 4 kind 

of “political training school” for the GDR which to be sure only covered 4 certain 

















segment of the population, that is to say, young males, The first prerequisite 
concerned the political character of the army, relationships between the aray and 
society, and the question of the relationship between the political and military 
leadership in the army, 


Public life in the GDR on occasion creates the impression thai a broad segment of 
society seems to be dominated by military premises and principles. This appearance 
often gives rise to the assumption that the military establishemnt in the GDR is 

4 complex unto itself, that ic has a life of ite own which fashions the entire 
political system, If we invertigate the relationship between political and mili- 
tary authorities in the GDR, we can see that the party's claim to the leading role 
in the @ilitary sphere was not in danger at any time although a series of conflicte 
in the NVA again and again necessitated clarifications of the relationship betweer 
the party and the army. The entire @ilitary establishment, even prior to the 
founding of the NVA, was cleerly subordinated to the party-political inetitutions. 
All important military-policy questions, which are within the purview of the 

SED, were and are resolved by the SED Central Committee Politburo. Within the 
context of this decision-making process, the Security Commission of the Politburo, 
the secretary for security questions, and the security department in the SED 
Central Committee apparatus played or play an important role. The military~policy 
and security-policy decisions prepared or adopted by those bodies since February 
1960 have been implemented by the GDR National Defense Council which was founded 
at that time as the highest government military-policy body. The chairman of 

the National Defense Council is the secretary-general of the SED Central Committee; 
the council iteelf consists of at least 12 persons. The Defense Ministry which, 
among other things, contains the Main Staff of the NVA and which is subdivided into 
several main administrations and administrations, is responsible for transposing 
these decisions into military practical activities, that is to say, into the sec- 
tors of the NVA, the Border Forces, and civil defense!3}, The personnel component 
likewise clarifies the tie-in with party-policy institutions; the official who is 
responsible for the buildup of the military establishment--Willi Stoph--was a mem- 
ber of the SED Central Committee Politburo and was directed by the latter to act 
a8 @inieter of interior (1952-1955) or as minister of defense (1956-1960). After 
the founding of the GDR National Defense Council, Heinz Hoffmann became defense 
minister; he had a military background but was not equally qualified in political 
terme; he became a Politburo member only in October 1973. Moreover, there is a 
series of additions! military top-level officials who are members of the SED 
Central Commitctee*’. 


The institutional component was supplemented by 4 personnel-policy component in 
the NVA. During the buildup of the KVP already the SED entrusted a series of its 
members with @ilitary functions. During the original phase of the NVA, party 
officiais were given military training so that they could then be assigned as 
officers. As part of the recruiting effort, above all for the officer and NCO 
corps, the SED tried to persuade members of the working class to select those 
careers in order to firs up its concept of an army organized along class lines. 
The success of this policy emerged in the increasing number of SED members among 
the officers and also through the social makeup of that group most of whose members 
come from the working class. Of course, that share has declined in recent years. 
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Share of Officers from Working Clase 

1963 1965 1971 1975 

62.7% 82.2% 79.0% (80%) 70.0% 

Share of SED Members and Membership Applicants in Officer Corps 

1963 1965 1971 1975 

96.0 95.0% 96, OF 99.0% 

Source for first table: Blanke, B. M., “Political-Ideological Training and 
Education in the National People's Army--On the Relationship between the Military, 
the Party, and Society in the GDR" philosophical dissertation, Bonn, 1975, p 243. 
The numbe: of 80 percent for 1971 was mentioned by Hager, K., "Die entwickelte 
sozialistische Gesellschaft [The Developed Socialist Society], Berlin, GDR, 

Dietz Publishers, 1976, p 17; 197., OSTSREZEITUNG, 28-29 February 1976, supplement; 
wecond table: Blanke, p 244; for 1975 VOLKSARMEE, No 4, 1976, p 9. 

The SED in the NVA 


The work of the SED within the NVA is done by the political organs and the party 
organizations. That is the most important way for the att-inment of the political 
goals through which the SED tries to implement its leading role in the armed 
forces 


Structure of Party Organs in Military Establishment 





Organizational level Political organ Party organization 
National Defense Ministry political main adminis- party bezirk 
tration 
Military Districts political administration party kreis 
(armed forces components) 
Division political departments! party kreis 
Regiment political deputy CO regimental party organiza- 


(central party director- tion 
ate of RPO [regimental 


party organizaticn)) 


Buttalion political deputy CO base organization 
Company political derrt, Co party group 


l--also in the Military Academy arc che officer colleges. 


On the echelons below regiment, there are no political organs any more. In the 
battalions and companies, the CO's deputies for political ectivities are responsible 
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for guidance in party work and for supervising the execution of party resolutions, 
The chiefs of the political organs on all echelons at the same time are the firet 
secretaries of the party organizations, The director of the NVA (PHV) [Political 
Main Administration] accordingly at the same time ts the firet secretary of the 
entire NVA party organization; the same applies to the following echelons, The 
deputies for political work are obligated to report to their party organization 
and at the same (ime are directly under the military commander!?, 


Political organs ond ,»vlitical workers, that is, the chiefa and staff members of 
the political organs, full-time secretaries of the party and FDJ organisation, ae 
well as social-science instructors in military training unite and in teaching and 
research installations, as well as the party organizations, have the task of trane= 
lating the party's resolutions into practical military activities and guaranteeing 
their implementation and execution. They handle the political-<ideological indoe- 
trination of NVA personnel, they direct competitions, initiatives, and drives on 
certain occasions, in ordes to persuade army personnel to achieve special perfor- 
mances and they suppo.t the activities of the FDJ organizations in the army. 


The politica! work of the SED in the NVA is exposed to various etresses whose 
causes are to be found not only in the past of the NVA but also in the present- 
day political porblems, such as, for example, questions of sotivation of army 
personnel, development f political consciousness, relationship between the civilian 
and military spheres and the social situation of army personne!. Thus the SED, 
during the first few years of the NVA, faced the problem of implementing the 
principle of “collective deliberation” by the commanders with the particular party 
directorates in the major and minor units. For reasons thie on occasion also led 
to a clash between technical military aspects and political demands which was 
expressed in controversies over the “only military man” and the “only political 
worker"*”. In 1960, the political leadership developed the view that the new com 
manders of the NVA were now politically and militarily sufficiently qualified so 
that the principle of the unity of political and military leadership was imple- 
mented. Since then, the commander has been responsible both for military and poli- 
tical work and he is assisted by the political affaire officers as “deputies of 
the commander for political work.” The party moreover tries early to recognize 
specific interests and expectations in the military sphere in order to be able to 
determine to what extent they agree with party resolutions, whether new resolu- 
tions are required, or whether specifically goal-oriented ideological indoctrina- 
tion work must be done. 


The comprehensive party information system within the armed forces is designed to 
make sure that the appropriate party age cies at all time have sufficient indica- 
tive information and to the situation in the various headquarters, as well as 
major and minor units. The constantly improving training level of the officers 
and the attendant increase in political knowledge as well as the fact that the 
Politburo and the party apparatus have devoted and are devoting special 2 
to military concerns and needs have so far diminished the conflict potentials*’. 
Special social-policy measures, such as, for example, housing space allocation, 
establishment of a special supply system, the MHO (Military Trade Organization), 
basicrlly better pay and welfare conditions than in comparable positions in the 
nonmilitary sphere--although under incomparable working conditions--are designed 
to help improve the living conditions of military personne! and dependents. 
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Other factors, such as the “prestige” of the individual services and branches, dif- 
ferences in technical standards, but also the differing expectations of draftees 
and career personnel can certainly lead to unusual interest and conflict situations 
which must constantly be mastered anew, Especially in this sector=--which involves 
the relationship between the army aad society, a relationship which does not boil 
down only to :elations between the Communist Party and the armed forcea-<the NVA 
experienced an increase in its missions due to ite increasing integration into the 
GDR training and education system. 


Critical Main Pointe of Military Policy 


The SED always fashioned its military policy from two viewpoints. On the one hand, 
it tried to develop and strengthen the army and the other armed forces and this was 
closely tie! in with the requirements of the Warsaw Pact. It was and is at the same 
time trying to establish a close link between security policy and social policy. 

It did this by devoting ust as @uch attention to the political-moral state of the 
armed forces and the ideal factors of defense preparedness and defense capability 
of the population as it did to measures which concerned and still concern the 
material and social foundation of national defense. Both aspects were developed 
with differing degrees of intensity, whereby the problem of crisis awarenese-~-that 
is to say, the perception of certain conflict situations, bot) in the foreign- 
policy and domestic-policy spheres, played an essential role. 


During the years after the founding of the NVA, SED wilitary policy was essentially 
concentrated on the development of the fighting forces themselves. The political- 
ideologic®l effect on the population was achieved primarily from the aspect of 
explaining the necessity for that army and persuading young people to volunteer for 
service in the army. When, after the construction of the Berlin Wall in 1961 and 
the changed role of the fighting forces within the context of the Warsaw Pact, the 
deve lopment of the NVA was speeded up also through the introduction of the draft, 
the valence of the critical main points pursued so far also changed in the context 
of military-propaganda and military-education work. The national component, which 
concerned the relationship between the NVA and national unity, was extensively 
dropped and instead the national chara ter of the army was stressed by saying that, 
as an army of the “socialist estate of German nationality,” it would, in a possib 
war, not have to fight Germans but the representatives of the imperialist syetem!5. 





This strengthened « line of argument that emerged already during the founding of 
the NVA. By using the thesis of the class enemy, wh. had been defeated in the 
GDR itself--the victory of socialist production conditions was proclaimed in 1961 
=-=-but who still vas trying from the outside to influence it, the SED legitimized 
the political function of the armed forces as a guarantor of GDR security. In 
fostering military tradicions, the history and achievements of ti> NVA are tied 
in with revolutionary events {mn German history (the peasant wars during the Middle 
Ages, the 1813-14 Liberation War, the 1848 March Revolution, the 1918 November 
Revolution), with special personalities in the German and international labor 
movement and increasingly also from Prussian history, for example, Clausewitz, 
Scharnherst, Gneisenau, and others. In the context of the development of a 
separate national ccasciousness in the GDR, this policy leads to a situation where 
the relationchip between the army and society is defined not only as a political 
one but also as a national one and where the integration of the armed forces into 
society is promoted in this way. The emphasis on the national element of course 
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is not supposed to lead te 4 “nationalistic” attitude which is why the tie-in of 
“socialist patriotiom” and “socialist internationaliem” is stressed with a 
reference to the internationalist character of the NVA as 4 component of the systes 
designed for the military security of sectalian, 


One cannot overlook the fact that the SED's military policy was made easier by the 
fact that the various administrations in the FRG until 1969 more or lees of fensive= 
ly demanded the reunification and restoration of the German Reich within the 

1937 boundaries=--something which would iaveive the dissolution of the GDR and a 
threat to the territorial statue of Poland and Czechoslovakia 46 well ae the 
Soviet Union, Regard.ese of the fact as te whether and to what extent such a 
policy is at all in )ime with the interests of the eajority of the GDR population, 
it gave the SED an opportunity, in ite silitary policy and military prepaganda, 

to assert an external threat as 4 fact of life. Were it aleo acted in agreement 
with ite alliance partners and managed to utilize the existence of the NVA as a 
factor in the legimation of its own system, 


After the signing of the treaties between the FRG and the Soviet Union ae well as 
Poland in 1970 and the Treaty on the Poundations of Relationships between the 

Two German States in 197., the SED found itee!* persuaded to strengthen political- 
ideological indoctrination work in the context of ite military policy. That was 
last |ut not least due to the fact that the anticipation of 4 silitary confronta- 
tion declines ae 4 result of the development of detente policy, ihe start of 

arms limitation talke, and the CSCE. All of thie confronted the SED with the pro- 
blem of continuing to clarify its position in the nationa. and international 
dispute, whereby it above 411 made ite political-ideologica!l indoctrination effort 
revolve around the attempts of the PRG to stress the continuing existence of a 
Single German nation and thus to cast doubt upon the policy of the GDR aimed at 
developing 4 national identity of ite own. The need for retaining aad etrengthen- 
ing an army was explained by saying that the so-called “abrupt changes” in Western 
policy and the contradictions inherent in the imperialist syetem, but alee the 
worldwide dispute between ocialism and imperialiem, meant that there wae etill a 
danger of 4 military conflict in Europe. In this way an attempt was aleo made to 
counteract the breakdown of the traditional image of (he enemy and te *trengthen 
the defense preparedness of the population, primarily the younger generation, 
Socialist defense education in an instrument in support of that policy. 


Socialist Defense Fducation 


Socialist defense education was closely tied in with the development of the armed 
forces already back in 1957. »\though wder a different name. At that time it 
was still believed that the party, government, and social propaganda systen for 
the indoctrination of the population in defense preperedness essentially repre- 
sented an important military-policy fcctor!9, During the sixties however it was 
realized that military propaganda alone is not enough and that the intensification 
of political-ideological indoctrination and the stepped-up involvement of all 
young people in premilitary training would have to be 4 component of the unifore 
training and education system?9, This mesns that both the training and education 
institutions and the organizations, which primarily recruit young people, that is 
to say, the FDJ and the GST (Society for Sports and Technology) partiy in coopera- 
tion with the NVA, stepped up their defense-policy and defense-education efforts. 
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Rectal defense education above ail ic designed te cover aii militarily able-bodied 
members of sectety but it te especially coneentrated on the young people, They 
are to be educated in defense preparedness and defense capability and they are to 
be enabled to aequire defense=policy and defense-ethics convictions whose founde= 
tien te the identification of the individual with the policy of the 

ODA, General geasures, above ai) in the field of edweation, are 

in the general-education and vocational sehoole a6 well as technical 

colleges, and universities and in the enterprises, These measures cover not only 
young people in echool or in O/T, but alse working women 

various groups are different, se are the goalie of 
differentiated, On the one hand the important thing 
for military expenditures and the attendant sec 

all the way to the intention of persuading individuals to cooperat 
organizations, for example, the factory eilitia unites, the 
The GST st especial activities in whese context young people between the ages 








of 16 and 18 are prepered for eilitary services. The activities for the young 

people tie in with their specific interests and constitute an attempt to combine 
those intereste with military-pelicy objectives. The possibilities of being able 
to drive 4 car of ride 4 gotoreyele, to operate 4 radic, to make parachute jumps, 


to engage in @otor or glider sports, te deo some sailing or rowing in the GST con- 
stitute ever growing incentives for many young people especially where other 
are mil 


sports and cultural recreation activities mot a6 readily available. itary 
eporte activities are aimed at some of the older age groups. Preparations for 
military service are designed to enhance the training intensity of the WVA and 


to enable the young people to attain training objectives sooner. After rt 
charge, the young people are then supposed to cooperate in the GST, in the factory 
militia unite, of in civil defense unite as the ies 
of military and later on civilian life, facing the problems of living and working 
conditions and changing personal interests a 

the ability to become enthused--if it existed at all--abates quite considerably. 
The appropriate political authorities try through agitation and sobilization drives 
(© counteract this trend among other things by offering material benefits (ex- 
penditure reimbursements) whenever somebody becomes an instructor in the GST in 
his spare time, 





One may well dowbt whether thie intensive silitary-education and silitary-pr paganda 
effort will attain its goal. There are complaints to the effect that the young 
people lack an understanding of the aggressiveness of imperislienm, that they do 

not develop 4 clear image of the enemy or that they are not adequately aotivated in 
political terme. The introduction of 4 teaching subject entitied “Defense Instruc- 
tion” in 1978 fer pupile in the sinth and tenth grades of the general-education 
polytechnical high echoo] was aimed at persuading the 14-lé-year old students to 
pursue a military A The fact that there continue to be cases of refusal 

to carry arme in military service**--without government or social institutions 
making propaganda for this possibility--speaks against 4 total gobilization of 
young people for the silitary-policy goals of the SED and for the upgrading of the 
NVA. Moreower, the conditions of @ilitar, serwice and spare time in the 

by no means so free of problems that they could not cause changes in the 
of draftees and career personnel. 





motivation 
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if we try to judge the present valence of the NVA in CBD policy, then we will not 
he able to get around singling out the rele of the WA within the framework of the 
Warsaw Pact forces, on the one hand, and the function in the overall seetal eduea= 
tien process, on the other hand, The rele of the WVA in the Warsaw Pact is de- 
termined by the fact that it is 4 part of the alliance fighting forees and is ex 
tensively taken out of the national competences of the GDR, To the extent that one 
Can even attempt such 4 situation estimate, it is 4 relatively modern and powerful 
afy wheee foreign-policy valence resides net only in the improved position of the 
SED in the military decision-making process of the ail but alse in the pes= 
sibility of strengthening ite activities outside furope*’. ite domestic valence 
is determined above ai) by the fact that ti is 4 significant facter in the overall 
social education and training process which, in the view of the SED, along with 
the ephere of social policy, is of by ne geane minor significance to the political 
and social stability of the GOR social system, The significance of the NVA in- 
creases if, due to developments in international politics, the fundamental situa= 
tion estimate of the SED leadership seems to be confirmed, te the effect that it 
is the goal of the West, in the current power=policy, economic, and ideological 
dispute, to weaken the political and social eysteme of the socialist countries and 
thus also the GDR and to subjugate them either through domestic unrest of military 
®easures from the outside, The indicators of such 4 policy--armwe race, changes in 
military balance and economic as well as political beycott=-aleo determine the 
singificanece of the NVA and its position in the political and social process. Here 
is what that @eane right now for the eilitary personnel of the NVA--the *rend is 
positive. 


i. See W. Steph, “The Army of the Worker and Peasant Government,” ND, 19 January 
1956. 


2. “Against Aggreesion--for Supporting the Soviet Army,” ND, 2 March 1949, 

3. Im the Law on the Supplementation of the Constitution of the GDR, Article 5 
wae supplemented on 26 September 1955, a& follows: “Service for the protection 
of the fatherland is an honorable duty,” GBL, T, » 65}. 

4. “SOesechichte der SED.” (History of the SED], extract, p 40. 

5. WD, 1 July 1956: thie dees not gean that there was actually a seed for a re- 
duction because of the strength of 120,000 personne! had aot yet been 
attained. 


6. See St. Tiedtke, “Die Warechauer Vertragsorga .isation” |The Warsaw Treaty 
Organization], Munich, Vienna, 1978, p 25. 


7. WD, 12 July 1958; the (etili?) valid practice is illustrated by the report 
entitled “Mixed Commission Meets in Capital,” ND, 25 January 1978. 


8. WD, 22 April 1965. 
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fee alice Herepring, “The Warsaw Pact 
September-Oetober, 1980, pp imiS, Al 
Tied ke, lee, cit., footnote 6, p 69 

secoed enlarged edition, 1979, p 754 


















See B. L, Giles, “The NVA from the ¥ “Die 
der DDR im Ratmen dee Warechauver Pais” [The NVA of the GDR in the Content 
the Wareaw Pact), Munich, 1980, re 152-160, 


The Military Balance 1979/1980. The Internacional Inetitute for Strategic 
Studies, Leaden, 1979, 


On the problem of system and verification, &. Waase, “Growing Vinancial 
Purdens on GDR Pconomy and Theit Expression in the Government Budget,” 
DEUTSCHLAND ARCHIV, to 8, 1979, eapecially p 836 f. Eetimates of actual 
expenditures may have 4 built-in error of 16 percent. See STPRI Yearbook 1980, 


Lendong, 1980, p 15. 


Amone the 145 Central Committee members (in 1980), a Soe con- 
cerned with wilitary aattere a6 party or military officials; the sembership 
of the defense ginister on the Politburo since 197) is in keeping with the 
practice of the other WVO count ries. 









See Nilitaerlexikon” (Military Dictionary), second edition, Berlin, GDR, 
1974, p 297. The chief of staff of the PHY of the HVA ie at the same tine 
deputy sinister of national defense. 


See D. Rh. Herepring, Bast German Civil “Military Relations, Wew York, 1973 and 
8. Blancke, loc. cit., table on p 1304, pp 246-260, 


The NVA general officer corps so far has aot emerged as an interest group on 
military iseves last but not least because Seviet military policy determines 
the militarcy-policy aed armament-policy decisions of the SED. 


"Detending So ialien Together,” ND, 23, 1°68. 


See WV. Schiel, “The Brotherly Alliance o. the Armies of the Countries of 
Socialicn,” Militeerwesen [Militery Eetablichment), Supplement 2, No 6, 1957, 
p %. 


See H. Rodejohann-Recko, “Socialist Defense Education in the GOR,” “Studien- 
eruppe Militaerpolitik: Die WVA" [Military Policy Study Group: the NVA), 
Hamburg, 1976, pp 100-133; and D. Schoessler, “Socialist Defense Education 
in 29: GDR--System, Function, Arme-Control Policy Aspects,” “Die NVA der 

lec. cit., pp 161-186. 























21, Gee 0, Bebe et a1.) “Politth, Wivteoheft wad Geselischaft in der DDR" (Politics, 


Opleden, 1980, pp 40-342) and Gisele Helwig, “Nobody le Born « Here=-On 
Defense Education in the GDA,” DEUTSCHLAND ARCHIV, Wo 1, 1979, pp 239 ff. 








22. Bee B. Bieenfeid, “Kriegedionstverweigerung in der DDR--ein Priedenedienst '” 


—— Objection in the GDR--A Service for Peace!) Frankfurt/Main, 


2). Repertediy, between 3,500 and 5,500 ailitary advisors from the GDR are sup- 


posed to be stationed in African countries, SIPRI Yearbook, 1980, lee. cit., 
‘ootnete 12, 97. 
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GDR CULTURAL POLICIES ABROAD EVALUATED 

Review of PRC Beholar's Article 
ee Ge © Gam Ge 13 Ho 3, Mar 61 G@igned to presse 20 Feb 6D 
PP =267 


Ancient History Instead of Me Pacte=-On GDR Cultural Policies *b, oad" —Peview by 
Lindemann, editor, Deuteche Welle, Cologne, of article "A Second German Pace?=- 
On GDR Cultural Policies Abroad” by Dr Kurt=Juergen Masses, jurict. lecturer, 
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, Bonn-Bed Godesberg Translations of the Rast 
Berlin DRUTSCHE AUGSSENPOLITIEN articles cited in footnotes below are published under 
quoted headings in the following JPRS iseves of thie series: Pootnotes 6 & 10--"Oul~ 
tural Exchange With Weet: Obetactes, tebslences Jited,” 74674, 29 How /9, Mo 1742, 
pp 11-22; and footnote B--"Weetern Cul 1 Policy Seen Aimed at Undermining Social- 
iem,” 75032, 3 Jan 80 Ho 1759, pp 334 


(Text) Wowever welcome it may have been for Dr Kurt-Juergen Masse to examine « 
topic not often dealt with, that ic GDR cultural policies abroad (DEUTSCHLAND ARCHIV 
12/1980, pp 1281 ff), the end resulte of hie labore are rather enest.efaectory. 


Maaes' study exhaustively describes the establishment of the GDR Martin Luther Com- 
mittee in preparation of the reformer's 500th anniversary. However, be hae nothing 
whatever to say about the meaning of thie committee for GDR cultural policies abroad 
aithough the GDR ic seslously advertising in aencommnist countries that touriete 
should wieit the “lend of the Beformation” in 1983. Let we cite just three examples 


in April and May 1980 2 delegation of the CDR Lutheran Church paid « firet official 
vieit to the United States (incidentally, the delegation wae received by Walter F. 
Mondale. at the time American Vice President, an honor unprecedented for wisitore 
from the GCuR, Among the items discussed were the preparations for the Luther anni- 
versary The topic was obviously of great interest, and several American theologians 
are aiready contemplating being present at the Luther celebrations in the GDR.’ As 
happened quite frequently in the past, the CDR Poreign Ministry wae perfectly 

to allow precedence to the clerics in order to have thee help prepare the ground for 
fast Berlin diplomats. 








in September 1980 an international conference on German philology was held in Fin- 
lens , When the congress wae dealing with Lither's influence on linguistic develop- 
ment, the GDR Cultural Cente: in Helsinki adroitiy used the occasion to draw the 
attention of the conferees to the establishment of the Luther Committee in the GDR. 

















Finally Gerald 226 president of the People's Chamber and cheirman of 
the GDR CDU, was at pa in November 1980, in the course of hie fisit te Indonesia, 
pe Sad Ceeaay Gawd Ge ⏑ coe 
‘a coe . 


The purpose ie therefore periectiy obvious even now: in 198) the GDR hopes to re 
ceive everybody who is anybody among Protestant theologians, from Japan and tade- 
neeia to North America, and from Taneania to Seandinavia. Contacte with clerics in 
the noneommuniet world are of consiverable importance for GDR foreign cultural poli- 
cies. That ie certainly one of the main reasons why CDU chairman Goetting replaced 
—— @> GUESSES CF Go ED Ge Se SS © ee © 








Masse’ « repeatedly refere te seetions of the book “Avewaertige Kulturpolitik 
der DDR” Cultural Policies Avroad/, written by Kurt Mueller and the author of 
thie review in 1974 These references are particularly qumerous when Maaee talke 

of the 1970 Beethoven Bicentennial and the 1971 Duerer Year. At the end of 1980 he 
would have done better to more closely examine che period 1975-1980 in order to Fill 
the gap, instead of orving up 4 rehash of etale information. The Institute for 
Classic German Literature in Weimar, for example, was established in the fall of 
1978, mot in 1979 ae Meaee states. Again Masse ice wrong in claiming that thie ineti- 
tute is designed only “to coordinate and plan literary research for the period 
1750-1830--ewidently with 4 view to the Schiller and Goethe years in 1980, 1982 and 
1984." Much more important is the remark by Prof Hane Dietrich Dahnke, director of 
the inetitute, that the work of thie research agency will “offensively intervene in 
the dispute about ‘German national culture’ between the GDR and the FRO" (October 
1978 interview by the Erfurt newspaper DAS VOLK~-organ of the SED Erfurt Bezirk man- 
agement) Maaee does not even aention the “GDR National Council for the Cultivation 
and Diffusion of the Serman Cultural Heritage,” established in 1980 and of fer ereat- 
er importance According to GDR Minister for Culture Hane-Joachia Hoffmann,” the ex- 
ercise of influence on “the diffusion of the results of the cultivation and acquisi- 
tion of the national cultural heritage abroad” is one of that bodies duties. 





Subsequently Magee cites three random examples from the GDR's cultural efforte 
abroad without pronouncing any comments whatever. He mentions, for instance, “a 
gift of 1,000 ecience books from the GDR” to Afghanistan, as if there were no more 
important items to be reported about the GDR's cultural relations with that country. 
Maaes is evidently unaware that Anahitea Ratebead, an intimate associate of Babrak 
Karmal and minister for education, wieited Berlin in the firet half of 1980 and, in 
her ¢iecussionse with P ‘lic Education Minister Margot Honecker, certainly did not 
talk only about « gift of books In fact the conversations between the two sinie- 
tere dealt with the iseve how the GDR (which used to have almoet no impact cultural- 
ly on Afghanistan) could help the country in the matter of educational policy. 


Maaee’ second example, the establishment in April 1980 of 4 Japan-CDR cultural so- 
ciety in Japan, — e little sense unless one knows that Japan is currently one of 
those soncommmnict industrial nations enjoying priority attention in the GDR's 
cultural policies abroad. The reason’ As far back as February 1979 the Japanese 
news agency KYODO reported that GDR Ambassador Horet Brie had submitted to the 
Japanese Foreign Ministry 4 request by GDR Council of State Chairman Honecker “in 
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the near future” to travel to Japan, Then Japanese Poreign Minieter Boneda reacted 
by saying that Tokyo would weleome Honecker's vieit. in the meantime KYODO report~ 
ed on 26 December 1980 that Honecker wae likely to vieit Japan went May, Ae in the 
ease of Austria, therefore, the GDR wae partiodlarily active in Japan from the eul~ 


tural aspect. 


Maase offers no background information when noting that the GDR and France cone luded 
4 cultural agreement in June 1980. At that time ‘ull accord was achieved about the 
reciprocal eetablichment of cultural centers in Parie and Bast Berlin. Consulting 
GDR sources only and not taking inte account the views on cultural policies in the 
respective partner country, it ie either impossible to arrive at any conclusion or 
all too easy to arrive at the wrong ones. in France's long tradition of exercising 
a “civiliging @ission,” cultural relations have alwaye tended to be considered in- 
tegral elements of foreign policy. Ae France already has institutes of culture in 
Budapest and Warsaw, it wished to be represented in Bast Berlin aleo. However, 
talke between the CDR and french foreign sinietries were stalemated for years be~ 
cause Last Berlin was determined to conclude at least 4 consular agreement with 
Parise before negotiating 4 cultural agreement. At the Quai d'Orsay the priorities 
were exactly reversed The GDR eventually obtained ite consular agreement only 
when it wae prepared to accept 4 French cultural inetitute in East Berlin, although 
the actual establishment of the center etill hae «a long way to @». Actually the 
GDR ie interested in thie institute for a single reason: It urgently needs teachers 
of French because in the Soviet Zone/GDR echoole badly neglected the teaching of 
that language from 1947 on. Thies neglect is having highly adverse effects now that 
Bact Berlin ie making strenuous efforts to expand relations with the French speak- 
ing countries of Africa. French interest in the expansion of cultural relations is 
demonstrated by the fact that Kavier du Cause de Nazelle, deputy head of the French 
ministerial de artment for culture, ecience and technology, hae just been appoi: ced 
ambassador to the GDR. 


Maase is wrong to claim that “the significance accorded by the Honecker regiae to 
the GOR's /cultural relations’ with the Weet hase shown an extraordinary upswing.” 
State Minister Dr Nildegard Hamme-Bruecher told the Bundestag as long ago ae 9 Novee- 
ber 1978 that the GDR's cultural efforte worldwide had not noticeably increased but 
that 4 shift had occurred, toward the Weetern countries at the expense of operations 
in Third World countries.” In facet, 33 of the total of 63 ausical and theatrical 
groupe the CDR dhopetohed abroad ‘9 1978 went to Wester: countries, compared with 
only 22 in 1972.° At the same time the GOR is currently aleo compelled to concen~ 
trate on priority undertakings. A prospectus cf GDR cultural endeavors abroad in 
1980, for example, mentioned that only “about 60 GDR groups will give guest perfore- 
ances in other countries, primarily of course ia friendly socialist countries” (in- 
formation provided by the general director of the GDR's artists agency).’ This 
moans that in 1980 fewer CDR troupes went to the noncommuniet world than in 1978. 


Furthermore Maass ic asserting incorrectly that, upon the establishment of the GDR 
cultural institute tn Parise, East Berlin would have 11 such centers worldwide. In 
fact thie would make only 8 (Helsinki, Stockholm, Paris, Wareaw, Prague, Budapest, 
Sofia and Damascus) because Jakarta and Bogota, also listed by “aae#, have only un- 
official cultural centers rather like the Thomas Mann Center in Rome. Bratislava 
has merely 4 branch of the Prague Information and Cultural Center of the GDR, just 
ae in Poland ‘he Wareaw institute maintains « branch in Krakow. 
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Maaee writes: “In the GDR aleo it is held that the study of «4 language provides te 
portant ideological and political input, im fact the image of that country, At the 
same time it is possible to achieve long=range contacts with the students and enjoy 
opportunities for influencing them” (p 1285), That, however is not Masse’ own inter= 
pretation, it ie that of Prof Dr Erhard Wexelechneider, formerly director of the 
Leipeig University inetitut> for International Studies and, sinee July 1980, direc 
tor of the Leipsig Herder Inctitute. In hie article entities "Wew Rlemente in the 
Cultural-Propagandict Foreign Policy of the Main Imperialict Countries Toward Real 
Soc ialiem” Hexelechneider summarized the “new elements ino the cultural foreign poli~ 
ey of imperialist countries” under 10 headings. Under heading No 6, 4 full year 
before Maaes, he wrote (and I quote verbatia): “Efforte to encourage the learning 
of languages are made (in Western countries=-author's interpolation)... because the 
study of a languag* provides (aportant ideological and political input, in facet the 
image of that country. At the same time it is possible to achieve long-range con~ 
tacte with the students and enjoy opportunities for inf'wencing them. 


Maase also erre in claiming that “more than 15,000 students from 118 countries” have 
been educated at the Leipzig Werder Institute. By the end of 1980 “some 14,000 stu~ 
dente from more than 120 countries"? had studied there. From the book “Auewaertige 
Kulturpolitik der DDR" 5— Policies Abroad/ Maase cites the statement that 
FRG is not even ment in book "Deutech--Ein Lehrbuch fuer Auslaender” 
rman--A Textbook for Foreigners/, published in Leipzig. We neglects to inform 
is readers thet the textbook was published in 1968, and that by now there have been 
several new editions which may well contain revisions. 


incomplete and obsolete ‘8 Maase' assertion that the Herder Institute looks after 
teachers of German in Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria and the CSSR. GDR turers now 
also work in Romania, Finland, Sweden, France, Britain and Portuga}. Maaee is 
therefore mistaken in reasserting in 1980 the 1974 finding that “the GDR has not yet 
succeeded to achieve any real influer:e on the organization of the teaching of Ger- 
man at schools and universities” in Romania. After all, since late 1979 the Fre 
has maintained 4 cultural institute in Bucharest. Its good work hase auch to do with 
the fact that the GDR now sends first rather than second rate German lecturers to 
Romania, and that the supply of books from the GDR to be used in Romanian echools 
or universities has become far more extensive and sophisticated than was the case 

in the years prior to 1974. 


Maases thinks that it is impossible to gauge how far the GDR has succeeded “by ite 
cultural policies abroad to define another German image abroad.” Bonn hase far few- 
er doubts on thie issue. Anita M. Mallinckrodt's comprehensive study “Die Seibet- 
daretellung der Beiden Deutechen Staaten im Ausland--' Image-Bildung§ ale Instrument 
der Aussenpolitik” /The Self-Portrayal of the Two German States Abroad-~' 

Shaping’ as a Tool of Foreign Policy/ provides a mass of interesting facts on this 
topic, especially regarding the relations between the GDR and the United States. 
Asked upon his return from that country “what do people in the United Statee know 
about the GDRT", a GDR theologian replied: “Generally sot auch.” Unprompted 
\mericans always had trouble in locating the GDR on the world map.!! Visitors re- 
turning to the GDR from far distant countries have often given cimilar anewers. 
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Dr Maaes Article 


Cologne DEUTSCHLAND ARCHIV in German Vol 12 No 12, Dec 80 Gigned to press 21 Nov 80 
pp 1262-1267 


Analyses and Reporte’ feature article by Dr Kurt-Juergen Maase, jurist, lecturer, 

lexander von Humboldt Foundation, Bonn-Bad Godesberg; author of “Die Bildungepoli- 
tik der europaeiechen Gemeinechaft" (The Cultural Policies of the European Communi- 
ty), Bonn 1978, and numerous articles on Buropean cooperation in cultural affaires: 
“A Second German Face? On GDR Cultural Policies Abroad” 


/Text/ German culture abroad=-that is more than ausicians from Berlin and Hamburg, 
poets from Cologne and Munich, works of art from Essen and Freiburg, scientists 
from Kiel and Erlangen. The foreigner meets Gergen arg aleo by way of the Leipzig 
Gewandha: « Orchestra, works of art from the Dresden state art collections, secien- 
tiste from Rostock's Wilhele Pieck University, teachers of German from the Herder 
Inetitute at the Leipeig Karl Marx University. Another German face? An annoying 
competition?’ 


The Bonn Government is apparently unconcerned. Commenting on the Bundestag inquiry 
on “Cultural Policies Abroad,” it stated in September 1977: “Despite the political 
division of the Germane the Federal Republic's cultural policies abroad are based 
en our common German culture. We maintain that common history, culture and language 
have always been the crucial props of our people's unity and will continue so to be. 


We will therefore uphold our common cultural bases not only in inner-German but ala 
is international relations, and we will encourage 411 valuable expressions of Germm 











culture.” As @ result of this tenet Federal German cultural policies abroad recog= 
nise no obstacle to the distribution of modern GDR literature abroad, for example 
books by Anna Seghers, Johannes Bobroweki, Christa Wolf, Stefan Heym, Hermann Kant 
or Peter Wuchel. 


GDA cultural politicians have an entirely different viewpoint. They no longer 
acknowledge a united German cultural nation. Inetead they see two basically dis- 
parate cultures, “imperialist barbariem” in the FRG and “socialiet German national 
culture” in the GDR. Article 18 of the 1968 GDR Constitution, for example, says: 
“The socialirt society encourages the cultural life of the working people, nurtures 
all humanist values of the national cultural heritage and of world culture, and de- 
velops socialist national culture ae the concern of the entire people." 


Critical Appropriation 


Whenever, therefore, the GDR carries on cultural policies abroad using the names of 
Schiller, Goethe, Duerer or Beethoven, it does not consider them personages of Ger- 
man intellectual or musical history but rather exponents of the GDR's cultural ante- 
cedents. The GDR has ‘critically appropriated them" by dealing with the cultural 
achievements of past centuries within the social context and within the framework of 
4 social process. 


On 13 June 1980, for example, Council of State Chairman Erich Honecker said in East 
Berlin: “Among the progressive traditions we cultivate and pursue are the work and 
the legacy of all those who have contributed to progress, to the development of 
world civilization, regardless of their social and class ties... The socialist Ger- 
man Democratic Republic...ie the rightful heir of the revolutionary struggle of the 
working clase and the other democratic forces against capitaliem and war, of the 
revolutionary actions of farmers, artisans, clerics, incellectuale and artists, the 
members of the bourgeoisie, in short all those who have advanced social deve lopment.” 


Martin Luther ie the latest example of thie “eritical appropriation.” Quite recent- 
ly still GDR historians described Lather ae 4 “lackey of the princes” The curricu- 
lum still walid for the sixth grade calle upon teachers to deal with Luther's betray- 
al of the revolutionary farmers and explain to the clase the connection between the 
defeat of the German farmers and the development of Luther's Reformation into the 
“Reformation of the princes.” 


Hovember 1983 will be the 500th anniversary of Martin Luther's birth. In preparation 
of the celebrations 4 Martin Luther Committee of the GDR was set up, headed by Erich 
Honecker. Luther's works and the comments about him by prominent contemporaries 
have now been diligently searched to see whether he could not, after all, be in- 
cluded in the GDR's pantheon. The result: Honecker celebrated Luther as one of the 
greatest sons of the German people: “He was one of the most outstanding humanists 
Whose efforts were directed to a juster world...one of the pacemakers of those radi- 
cal changes by which the German states and Europe entered the era of the decay of 
feudaliem and the bourgeois revolution.” This change of heart is supported by quotea- 
tions from Herder, Schiller, Heine, Marx and Engels. Heinrich Heine, so said Erich 
Honecker in his speech, saw in Luther the indomitable man and, despite ali the tra- 
gic contradictions within himself, the great forerunner of progressive and rational 
thought, who--by the sheer power of his language--gave the Cermanse not only a new 
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faith but aleo an effeetive instrument of the popular movement, Marx and Engels, 
for their part, he said, have on many eccasions honored the progressive historical 
achievement of Luther and the Reformation. Friedrich Engele, for example, inter- 
preted Luther's work ae part of the bourgois “revolution No 1" and explained it as 
the result of the inevitable developmental processes in the transition from feudal~ 
ism to capitaliem. 


Beethoven's Cherished Music 


There have been several precedents for such a “critical appropriation.” Prof Walter 
Siegmund=Schultes, German philologist and art historia’ at Walle University as well 
as vice president of the GDR Federation of Composers and Musicologists, said in 
1970, the Beethoven Bicentennial year, “Beethoven's music is so cherished, so indis- 
pensable, so exemplary~-and therefore hae ite legitimate home in the socialist so- 
ciety. Beethoven's mesic can be sung, played and listened to in good conscience 
only...where the ideal of the final abolition of man's exploitation by man--an ideal 
passionately championed by Beethoven in hie works=--has been achieved. 


In the Duerer Year (1971) Prime Minister Willi Stoph said in Dresden chat “Duerer 
occupies an important place in the evolution of 4 socialist national culture” in 
which humaniet traditions also are rooted: “(However those) who, like the ruling 
circles in the FRC, pursue reactionary and revanchist politica, have no cleim on a 
heritage which, in ite ideale and great artistic images, expressed the progressive 
concepts at the dawn of the modern age. Our homage to Duerer clearly demonstrates 
the profound and unbridgeable contrast between imperialist cultural decadence which 
falsifies and distorts the memory of Duerer and the vital effective survival of his 
art, and the realiem ot the renaissance art properly judged one of the great tradi- 
tions by our socialist national culture.” 


Increasingly--and the Martin Luther Committee is only the latest example--the GDR 

is making every effort actively to revitalize the cultural heritage. In 1979, for 
instance, the Institute for Classic German Literature was established in Weimar, de- 
signed in particular to coordinate and plan research on literature in the period 
1750-1830--obviously with an eye to the Schiller and Goethe years of 1980, 1962 and 
1984. Prof Hane-Dietrich Dahnke, director of the new institute, had an article in 
the firet issue of PRISMA, 4 new cultural GDR quarterly, published in German and 
English and distributed free of charge in the FRG. He wrote: “We note that the 
younger and young people who have grown up in our socialist society, have an entire~ 
ly different attitude to history and, therefore, the literary heritage than those 
who once helped build this socialist society. In general we no longer see any large- 
scale identification with the presocialist humanist heritage; instead the attitude 
to all thie has become more sophisticated and mltifaceted--and not only historico- 
critically in a productive meaning but including indifference and rejection.” 


Practical Examples 


How do the GDR's cultural policies abroad actually operate’? Three recent examples 
will serve to elucidate this point: 


i. In March 1980 the GDR Ambassador to Afghanistan handed Kabul University a gift of 
1,000 volumes of ecientific tertse from the GDR. 
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2. In April 1989 a Japan-GDR Cultural Society was established in Tokyo, The initia= 
tors were weil-bnown personages from the Japanese economy, science and culture, 
who=-on the occasion of the GDR's 30th anniversary=-had set up 4 preparatory com 
mittee in 1979, Yoshiaki Irobe, president of the Kyowa Bank, accepted the cheir~ 
manship of the new society. According to its charter the society intends to pro~ 
mote friendly relations between the two countries and contribute to increased co~ 
operation in the field of arts, science and sports. 


3. In June 1980 French Ambassador Bayle and GDR Foreign Minister Fischer signed a 
cultural agreement io East Berlin, which--among othere--provides for the exchange 
of teachers and professors, the exchange of publications and reciprocal visite by 
groupe of children. In addition it specifies the basic conditions for the con- 
etruction of a French cultural center in East Berlin. 


These examples illustrate a long-standing and increasingly noticeable trend in the 
GDR's foreign policy toward the “capitalist industrial countries” of the West: Risen 
to an exceptional extent has the value placed by the Honecker regime to the GDR's 
cultural relations abroad as they touch upon the West. The meane used by this cul- 
tural policy are largely identical with those practiced by the FRG: Concerts, exhi- 
bitions, grants, gifts of books, language instruction, readings by poets. The GDR 
endeavors to define iteelf againet the FRG and provide its own image in other coun- 
tries. 


The GDR Image Abroad 


The GDR's “cultural foreign relations” have undergone certain developments in the 
course of the years, just as happined in the case of the FRG's cultural policies 
abroad. Until the early 1970's the emphasis was on the GDR's efforts to gain recog- 
nition; subsequently the aim was to culturally define the country. At the present 
time the trend also includes the wish to improve the GDR's image abroad, because 
that image has been increasingly embarrassing to the GDR leadership. In a newspaper 
interview in 1979, shortly before the opening of the exhibition “The Splendor of 
Dresden--5 Centuries of Art Collections” in the United States, Hans Joachim Hoff- 
mann, member of the SED Central Committee and GDR minister for culture, said: “It 
must be assumed that this GDR exhibition in the United States will have very many 
visitors. We also know that quch is being done in the United States to let the 
public know about the exhibition, for example reproductions of the works to be shown 
are already on sale. All this will surely help by means of art to convey a true 
image of the GDR and ite nurture of the cultural heritage of mankind, thereby re- 


ducing prejudice or refuting anticommunist stereotypes regarding our country and 
ite culture.” 


For this exhibition in the United States the CDR sent 700 works of art from the 
Dresden museums across the Atlantic. It turned out to be a triumphal progress. 
More than 1.5 million Americans viewed it in Washington, New York and San Francisco. 
Book fairs or film festivals, educational grants or the exchange of scientists also 
serve--as is admitted quite frankly--to promote a “correct and most comprehensive 
image of the GDR,” to strengthen the “prestige of the GDR" and spread the “truth 
about real socialism in the GDR.” The more than 60 bilateral friendship societies 
of the GDR worldwide have now been assigned this objective as a primary duty. 
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Btockholm Bast and Stockholm West 


In addition to the friendship societies GDR cultural institutes are the main inetru- 
ment of GDR cultural policies abroad, In ite June 1980 cultural agreement with the 
French Government the East Berlin Government also obtained approval for opening a 
cultural inetitute in Paris, With Stockholm and Helsinki it will make three such 
institutes in Weatern Europe and eleven worldwide (the others are in Prague, Warsaw, 
Budapest, Bratislava, Sofia, Jakarta, Damascus and Bogota). The example of Stockhol 
where the FRG is represented by a Goeths Inetitute, demonstrates the competition be- 
tween East and West. 


Guenter Coenen, now head of the foreign department at Goethe Institute headquarters 
in Munich, directed the Stockholm Goethe Institute from 1972-1976. According to 
him the vicinity of a GDR cultural center represented a gain, not because there was 
any cooperation but because “two separetely operating institutions pursued the same 
ob jective==the spread of German culture." At the same time each country had ite own 
way of referring back to ite own or the common past, simply with reversed signs. Ac~ 
cording to Coenen the Swedes did not accept chis artificial division of Germany's 
past and considered the two cultural institutes interesting versions of the same 
thing. The cultural programs of the two institutes were scrutinized with the same 
critical objectivity. Coenen says: “The German departments of universities, espe- 
cially were interested in maintaining the best possible contacts with both parties 
and quite ready, on occasion to play both sides against one another to derive some 
benefits." 


Coenen is unwilling to venture an opinion as to who did better in this competition. 
In hie view the Swedes were ultimately convinced by total honesty: "They judged 
both parties from one aspect: Are they self-critical and frank, do they try at least 
to be open or do they attempt to convey an image that we ourselves are unable to 
verify by our informational potential, in other words by television or the press or 
even our own visits?” 


Political Task of Linguistics 


Competition and demarcation do not stop at the German language either. The language 
is better suited than any other medium for the spread of information and opinions 
about the GDR and the FRG. In the GDR also it is held that the study of a language 
provides important ideological and political input, in fact the image of that coun- 
try. At the same time it i> possible to achieve long-range contacts with the stu- 
dents and enjoy opportunities for influencing them. The GDR therefore endeavors 
just as much as the FRG to provide instruction in the German language, not only 
abroad but also at home. For example all foreigners wishing to be educated at a GDR 
university, advanced or technical school are first made to study for | year at the 
Leipzig Herder Institute. There chey are taught the necessary basics of German, 
among others. Since the institute was founded in 1956, more than 15,000 students 
from 118 countries have been taught there. The Herder Institute uses the auch 
praised 2-volume manual "Deutsch--Ein Lehrbuch fuer Auslaender" /German--A Textbook 
for Foreigners/ which, incidentally, does not include a single mention of the FRG. 
Only the city of Goettingen is referred to once, because Robert Koch took his 

state examination in that town. 
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However, the Herder Inetitute=-and the Goethe Inetitute aleo=-had to take cognisamwe 
of the fact that abroad, especially in developing countries, German textbooks are 
acceptable only if prepared in cooperation with the respective countries agencies, 
and if their texts are relevant to the national situation and culture, Ae a result= 
and thet is one of the few such inetances=-there has been German=German cooperation 
in some cases when the section concerned with the German speaking region was co~ 
authored by a team of writers from the GDR, the PRG, Owiteerland and Austria. 


Of course the GDR collaborates most intimately with German linguists in the social- 
ist frate.oal countries of Rastern Europe. Almost two thirds of the places in aca~ 
demic summer courses on German philology organized at the universities of Leipaig, 
Walle, Jena, Erfurt and Rostock are reserved by way of “cultural operation plans 
for scholare from Kast European socialist countries. Leeturere from the Herder In- 
stitute look after more than 6,000 teachers of German in Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria 
and the CSSR, supply them with material and facilitate attendance at refresher 
courses. Only in Romania has the GDR failed to achieve any real input regarding 
the organization of German instruction at schools and universities. 


The Important Follow-up 


Nobody who ever studied in the GDR on a scholarship is subsequently forgotten. Upon 
hie return home, hie name is forwarded to the respective GDR legation, and every ef- 
fort is made to keep in touch ever after. In some countries there are even associa~ 
tions of former scholarship students. In September 1979, for example, GDR newspapers 
reported that the approximately 500 Indians who have had to date received technical 
training in the GDR, had established so-called GDR Returnees Clubs in six major 
Indian cities. The club in New Delhi was presented with a library for members, in- 
cluding technical literature from the GDR. Other former scholare become aembere of 
the respective national “friendship society,” of which there are by now 60 altogeth- 
er. These friendship societies also serve the realization of GDR cultural policies 
abroad. With their help visite are organized, friendship weeke arranged, national 
opinionmakers approached, propaganda materiale distributed and, in some countries, 
GDR cultural centers operated. All threads from the friendship societies end in the 
League for Friendship among the Peoples; ite current president is Gerald Goetting, 
chairman of the GDR CDU. Such ‘riendship societies aleo exist in Western countries. 
In France, for example, the friendship society boasts 16,000 members. 


Scholarships for Target Groups 


The award of GDR scholarships differs substantially from those of the FRC. The GDR 
first of all asks who is to get a scholarship, taking into account--among other .on- 
siderations--key positions and target conceptions. Only then does it offer specific 
scholarships. One of the most important considerations is the fashioning of con- 
tacts with the opinionmakers of the country, who may~--beyond the actual cultural sec- 
tor--influence view about the GDR in the respective country and are able to contri- 
bute to the realization of the GDR's political and economic goale. At the “School 

of Solidarity” (part of the International Institute for Journaliem) in East Berlin, 
for example, further education courses are organized for newspapermen from develop. 
ing countries, dealing with the theory and practice of newspaper work. Many gradu- 


ates are now exercising management functions in the mass @edia, political organiza- 
tions and, not least, government agencies of their countries. 
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Another ehample worth mentioning te the Advanced Behool for Reonomics in hast 
herlin tte Seyear old Institute for the Reonomies of the Developing Countries 
hae Dy Sow Erained more than 300 undergraduate and graduate students from 50 eoun- 
tfies 


It i® O@f yet possible to say how far the GDR has succeeded by ite cultural policies 
abroed to define another Corman face abroad. No data are available. At the time 

of the Dresden exhibit in the United States, for example, many Americans 

then FRG Ambassador Berndt von Staden to offer praise and congratulations, Ae far 
as they were concerned Dresden was located in “Germany.” And that does not apply 

(0 Americans only. fEwervthing originating in the GDR or the PRG tende initially to 
Se considered German. That holde true even more the further we move from the purely 
politico=ideological sector. From that aspect there are many German faces in the 
world, if some Casee the features say be more Western, in others more Eastern. 


Not important for Bonn’ 


The FRO registers CDR cultural activities abroad attentively but complacently. In 
May 1979, speaking on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the Inter= 
national Study Group, Hildegard Hame-Bruecher, state minister at the Bonn istry 
for Foreign Affaire, eaid “our cultural offer abroad ise gore open, broader, relevant 
and sophisticated than the GDR's ideologically etiolated cultural endeavors. The 
interest in our offer te therefore uwaually greater even in the countries of the 
Warsaw Pact. Unfortunately, other than persistently championing our principles, we 
can usually sot do auch more than rely on the internal cohesion of a culturally in- 
divisible Germany euch as is demonstrated just now in the conflict between well 
known GDR writers and their regime. At the same time we must certain avoid exploit- 
ine thie for political reasons alone. We are confident that the maintenance of 
the unity of German colture escapee the political and ideological manipulation of 
either side.” 


Observers noted that the GDR's cultural policies were not even mentioned at the 
symposium on international cultural relations=-bridge across the borders, held in 
Sonn in May 1980 Asked about thie omission Mre Hamm-Bruecher stated that, by vir- 
tue of the PRC's selfedefinition, the cultural relations between the FRC and the 
CDR ac well ae the discussion of the Latte ‘se cultural policies abroad could not be 
4 topic of the PRO's cultural policies abroad. After 411, the GDR was not a foreign 
country et ceeme to me that the Pederal Government is thereby taking the easy way 
out. The GDR's efforte at demarcation in the cultural sector have very definite ef- 
feete on Bonn's cultural policies abroad. East Berlin activities therefore deserve 
greater attention. 
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POZSGAY INTERVIEWED ON CULTURAL POLICY 
Budapest NEPMUVELES in Hungarian No 1, 1981 pp 3-6 


[imre Postegay minister of culture at the regional congrese of the Association of 
Hungarian Public Educators] 


{Text} Imre Posegai replied to questions posed after his lecture at the regional 
congress of the Association of Hungarian Public Educators. 


[Question] Comrade Minister, from the vantage point of one's identification with 
our eocialiet nation, what major organizing principles and ideological goals do you 
judge to be significant in the period? How do you see the incorporation 
of these principles and goale into socialist public opinion? As is well known, in 
this connection one can sense a noted bewilderment in our society, and within that 
also among our intelligentsia, which is expressed in sterile debates in our period- 
icals, in aborted initiatives, etc. 





[Anewer| It would be easy for me to reply, if we were only concerned with basic 
principles. The principles which are appropriate to and known to be characteris- 
tic of sovialiem, and which are also components of our people's world view, are 
immutable. There can be no sisunderstanding of thie. i am referring to the major- 
ity of our people even when speaking of ideology, because we regard our society's 
role within the confines of socialist national ity to be unambiguous. This 

means that we are 4 socialist society, and that thie is good for us. Our nation 
found the social system that is most suitable to its needs. It also created appro- 
priate political institutions, which are functioning emoothly, especially with 
respect to the leadership position of the party. This leadership position is 

being accepted by our society as a whole, irrespective of ideological considerations. 
These are the most important signe of our identification. Aiong with this identi- 
fication with socialism, our people have aleo identified theaselves with their 
national history, and have accepted that in the foreseeable future they will be 
building socialism within 4 natioual framework and amidet certain national peculiar- 
ities. There is no debate on this question, and this holds true both on the 

highest political level, as well as on the most elementary forums. Nor is it diffi- 
cult to pursue 4 cv. ltural-educational policy in this respect. Difficulties arise 
beyond this level. As an example: Is Marxist social science really ready to put 
together 4 more current, more realistic, and more sophisticated portrait of our 
society than the one we have been used to’? A program in this connection was in 

fact prepared at the party's highest forum. This is contained in the party plat- 
form of the Eleventh Congress. But there are still some questions. Will such pro- 
gteme influence adequately our everyday lives? Do they relate to our people's 
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immediate world of experience’? And will they be accepted by our people as their 
own’ Moreover, does our society function effectively, and ean it inerease ite 
performance petential’ The Twelfth Congress has demonstrated that the answer to 
these questions is in faet a “yes.” Yet, we still guest improve the conditions u- 
der which our society funetions, 


Loot redietions, tensions and interest=-relationships gust be analysed, so that the 
cowtry's leadership will eentinue to be effective and that society will be able 

to identify itself with this leacership. in light of ay own experiences — which 

has also been demonstrated by the social science debate of 1973 — our young people's 
interest in the significant, all-encompeseing ideological questions and political 
strategies hae increased, To make these all-encompassing goals acceptable to 

the youth conetitutes 4 unique cultura! and edveational program, Thies has to be 

done not in the form of the customary political agitation, but on the basis of ideo- 
logical convietions, 


One Might question as to whether the journal debates concerning these and other re- 
lated questions are really meaningful? From 4 political point of view, debates 
are meaningful even if they bring forth views that do not rhyme with, or perhaps 
even contradict our own view of things. Debates are valuable because they demon~ 
strate both the openness of society, as well ae the desirable direction this open- 
nese ought to take. They aleo indicate that 4 society is free of taboo and that 
basically every significant question can be openly discussed. Of course, the level 
of the debaters’ sense of responsibility is another matter. And this is also true 
concerning the question as to whether they express their views within the limits 
of this responsibility, or perhaps with the intention to weaken politically the 
cohesion of society. 


While tabue do not exist, there are still some limite regarding publicizing some 
views. Nor is it 4 taboo to acknowledge this fact. As an example, views and pro- 
gtame that question the foundations of owr social system cannot be propagated in 
ungeary. it te best to acknowledge thie openly, than to claim that everything is 
permissible here, and at the same time contradict this claim with our deeds and 
attitudes. 


in other words, I am convinced that the ideological foundations for one's identifi- 
cation with society are in fact present in our system. Simultaneously, however, 
there is a need for directives and instruments of orientation that reflect today's 
realities. But changing this situation is not the responsibility of educators, 
but primarily of politics and of the social sciences. In addition to their innate 
value. a eivable portion of the debates in periodicals has also produced 4 corpus 
of iaformation that is not specifically related to the debated topics. I regard 
this to be useful. Of course, these debates reflect varying degrees of social 
commitments and social responsibilities. Even so, it would be 4 mistake to refuse 
to debate. A paternalistic attitude that rejects everything would be neither 
useful, nor euccessful. it would likewise be wrong for every initiative, every 
reasonable idea to originate from 4 single source. This would make all things 
eminating from that source subject to suspicion. It is only through such means 
that one can hope to fight against the cultural-educational bureaucracy, which we 
well know exists. 
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(Question) Many socialist and western nations have 4 rather faulty and at times, 
distorted and untrue view of the achievements of today's Hungarian society and cul= 
ture, What @easures does the Ministry contemplate to improve knowledge about our 
country ani about our culture abroad? 


|Anewer) Undoubtedly, the ministry also has obligations in this area, At the same 
time, however, ome must realise that 4 nation's culture can only become really 
known to the world if the world realises that it hae « need for that culture, 
Without such 4 realigation, it is almost impossible to make the Hungarian culture 
known abroad, Of course, success in thie area also depends on propaganda and in- 
formation, And here we have @uch te do. The Minietry ie certainiy aware of the 
magnitude of ite obligations, The general picture, however, is not so dark ae 
presumed by our interviewer based on hie own experiences. We have no reason to 
complain about book publishing, music, the arte, and the status of Hungarian seience 
and scholarship in the socialist countries, These have auch prestige there, and 
their achievements are known far more widely than ever before. In the western 
world, however, thie recognition is stifled by 4 unique condition. namely by 
the fact that in the capitalist countries cultural achievements reach the public 
through business channels. Thus, if the propagation of Hungarian culture brings 
no profit, then it is simply sot propagated. Of course, the western business in- 
terests do not necessarily acknowledge thie fact eo openly. Historical considera- 
tions aiso make it difficult to penetrate the developed capitalist countries. This 
is also true because of 4 number of contemporary phenomena, such as certain trends 
and intellectual-epiritual wavee, which do not always favor Hungarian culture. As 
an example, the institutional system of the mass media and the large entertainment 
enterprises in the largest capitalist countries is in the process of Americaniza~ 
tion. This American “cultural imperialien,” however, is beginning to be resented 
by these countries. Wot long ago | vwieited France, along with Kalman Gyarmati, 
your association's president, where we heard many complaints about this American 
infivence. it hurte their national pride. They seem eager to turn to their own 
culture, a8 well ae to the culture of other nations, so a8 to counteract thie in- 
fiwence. it is perhaps this psychological state of sind, combined with our own 
effective work and 4 number of other factore that made it possible for ue to regie- 
ter some noteworthy gains during our recent discussions. Let me just cite one ex- 
ample of the many questions on the agenda discussed. We agreed that the year 1981 
be regarded by the French gusical world as the “Bartok Year,” and that with the 
help of the relevant institutions they will perform 411 of Bartok's compositions. 


The culture of the world is gulticolored and inexhaustible. We should not be de- 
ceived by the fact that it is virtually impossible for us to encounter signs of 
Hungarian culture in these countries. That would be 4 phenomenon comparable to 
encountering Tokay wines and textiles from Gyor while walking down the Champs 
Elysees. We simply cannot find Hungarian culture abroad in this aanner. True, 

we are already there in epirit. in influence, and in historical presence in 4 num- 
ber of western countries. Sut it is also true that only an immeasurably lesser 
quantity of our culture reaches those countries than rightfully deserves. 









While we are on the topic of international cultural relations, let me add something 
elee. Sefore going off to negotiations, we are often urged — even by Hungarian 
public opinion — to try to initiate our discussions on the basis of complete re- 
ciprocity. in other words, that we should build our relationships on the basis 

of give and take. Sut this is 4 bad advice. After 411, we do not publish French 
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bowke afd gusiea! seores, and of show Preneh films te simply fulfill eur inter= 
Hational agreements, but because our people seed these cultural valves, Thus, 
we canfot approaeh this question from the vantage point that we will publish 
Premeh books only if they publish Hungarian books in return, fy the way, | 
dvwelled eo gueh of france simply because @y fecent experience is still fresh in 
ey Memory. 


[Question) WIth the exception ef health pedagogy, the new Ministry is in charge 
of all college and university-level education, Thus, it ie in 4 position te in- 
fivence college and whiversity etudente to participate gore intensively in the 
Cosentastion of public culture, What te the Ministry of Culture doing in thie 
regard’ 


|\Amewer) Let me firet of all correct 4 aiseoneeption, The Ministry is 
of a1) institutions of higher learning. Other sintetries aise control 
educational imetitutions, The already cited resolution by the Council 
has instructed the new Ministry to examine the question of 
ation with the other @inistries, At this point | cannot tell yet what the result 
will oe. We de wet look upon thie a8 something specifically within our sphere 

of competence. As to whe should exercise control over a 
question that should really be decided after careful study. 









our Ministry wiehes to exercise ite concrete authority over 4 
higher learning only after the legal re-examination of 

it is in thie ganner that we will have an input as to 
learning prepare our youth for their role in public culture. 


As 4 matter of information it should be sentioned here that we are in the midet of 
working out 4 reform for higher education. This is 4 long-range program of at 
least fifteen years, wherein the popularization of the spirit of public culture 
will occupy 4 Significant role. The comparmentalized system of higher education 
simply has to be transformed into an avenue to prepare intellectuals who will also 
excel a8 specialists after graduation. 


[Question] Forty per cent of the educators in our cultural centers have profes- 
sional edveation, but sixty percent do not. We in Baes County offer college prep~- 
atatory courses every year for those who wish to continue their education. Sut 

the quota is eo emal!l that only « few of them can be admitced. Will this quote 

be raised? it would certainly improve the situation if the teachers’ training col- 
leges would establish counselling centers. 


|Anewer! Why the admission quotes are what they are have their own reasons. i 
would especially like to call your attention to one thing. The sinisterial de- 
erees concerning public educators have a1! emphasized that we should regard as 
educators net only those who have degrees in the field. in other words, we have 
expanded out pool of cadres, a8 well a8 the possibilities of our cadre politics. 
We are indeed in need o very well-trained persons. Thus, by issuing such decrees, 
our intention wae fot to aake concessions in the area of quality, but simply to 
expand our pool of potential cadres. 
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The interviewer's question still leaves untouched an important problem of which he 
eust be just a8 @uch aware a6 the rest of we, Thies has to do with the facet that 
the number of well-prepared specialiete in the field of public culture is net sim- 
ply 4 question of training, Equally important is the presence of mutual respect, 
as well a8 4 many other factors, The Minietry will certainly have te devote @uc’ 
more attention te thie question, | am well aware that we still hawe debts to pay 
in the area education, and that the reform in higher education will have to take 
thie inte consideration, We also have debte concerning the position of cultural 
workers, notwithstanding the slight improvement in their social standing in 

the course of the past few years. in order for well-trained persons to join the 
tanke of professional edweators <= irrespective of the field of their etudues — 
rae have to make some changes aieo in areas outside the field of education 
teelf. 


(Question) i am still concerned about public education. The level of instruction 
is so low that the newly appointed minister will simply have to concentrate hie 
prestige and resources to thie area, and thereby perhape contribute to leaving be- 
hind the deciine of culture to that of development. 





|Anewer!) | am most grateful that you are already attributing some prestige to us. 
This ie primarily based on the prestige of the Hungarian Government. But | ae 
hopeful that the ministry too will soon earn ite own prestige through ite own 
achievements. My co-workere at the present often exprese the view that there ought 
to be harmony and cooperation amont the departments of the ministry. Thies is a 
“command” that we gust heed. Sut we do not desire unity at 4 low level, with re- 
duced requirements. Cooperation ie a good thing, but normal cooperation also in- 
volves the resolution of conflicte. 


Of the schools today the primary school ie in the most distressing situation, in 
order for us to prevent the further growth of double-shifte in primary echoole dur- 
ing the upeoming years, and in order to fulfill the laws for mandatory educational 
requirements, we would have to build twelwe-thosand classroome within 5 years. 
This ie 4 huge sumber, and we would be happy if we could achieve half of this 
goal. Besides ali this, during the Sixth Five-Year Pian, we wish to carry out the 
theater and operahouse renovations at 4 cost of several billion forints, and we 
want to improve our Library network. Cultural centere are also essential, but 
not a6 @uch a6 primary schools. Expanding the potential of the radio and the TV 
networks is aiso cultural development, and thus cannot be ceprived of their seane 
during the next Five-Year Plan. Sotwithetanding these many serious obligations, 
the guidance of arte and public edueation cannot take 4 backseat among the sinie- 
try’s activities. We are striving to lessen the problem in both of these areas. 


[Queetion| When will the legal regulations concerning the comprehensive institu- 
tions in email settlements be published’ 


\Anewer)] Within « half of year. We are aleo being urged to do thie by the state- 
mente made at the fall session of the Parliament. Moreover, the government has 
charged the Ministry of Culture, a8 well as the financial and other sinistries, 

to reach concensus among themselves on this matter within the earliest possible 
time. We have to elaborate the regulations for the comprehensive functioning 

of both the existing and the newly constructed institutions. 
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|\Queetion!| loellewing the appearance of the Central Committee's resolution eoncern= 
ing public culture, the relationship between the cultural centers and ‘he places 

of employment became @ueh etrenger, We are more willing to support education at 
the workplace, At the same time, however, the new regulations have nothing to say 
about the tasks related te this, What are your Views on this matter? 


\Anewer|) My anewer te that not all types of aetivities need to be legally regulated. 
At thie point | cannot say what else should have been included in these regulations. 
hut elaply | would like to caution everyone not to regard socialiem as if everything 
there. te legally regulated, If the cultural centers can establish contacts with 
the pieces of employment, and if they regard these contacts as important, then 

jet them de so, And, if they can get financial and other forme of help from the 
workplace, ail the better, if legal regulations concerning this matter are needed 
to aid thie relationship, then we will have to formulate some. 


\Qweetion) Will Chere be 4 national regulation that will require the enterprises 
to tranemit the appropriate portion of the cultural fund to the communities 

vhere their commuting employees live and epend a significant portion of their lei- 
sure time’ 





jAnewer, Thie te an old and 4 painful problem that is very difficult to solve. 

From the vantage point of legal regulations it is virtually impossible to satisfy 
thie weed. But we also have to add another point; namely that the fulfillment 

of the financial needs of the individual communities does not depend entirely on 
their own income. Our economy functions on the basis of the so-called redistribu- 
tional of reapportionment system. | am net an expert on financial and budget mat~- 
ters, but | beliewe that @ socialist public management cannot do anything elee for 

a lone time except to adopt a redistribution system. This involves the distribution 
of incomes and obligations on the basie of specific budget goals, programs for 
the development of settlements, ae well as other considerations. in this way one 
can prevent a further imbalance in the settlement equilibrium. Many communities 
would actually cease to exist, if they were compelled to support themselves on the 
basic of their own incomes. Our sense of justice would tell us for example, that 
in the case of the commuting worker, who lives in Sealkaszentmarton already re- 
ceives gore from the national budget, through the county, than would be its due 

om the basie of ite own income potential’ Given these circumstances, how can we 
deprive the company of these funds? It would be most beneficial if the leaders of 
‘he tedividual companies would recognize that they also have certain obligations 
towerd their workers even in their places of residence, and that this includes aiso 
the field of ewlture. The existing labor shortage has already ini. ‘ated in these 
types of activities. But once this shortage disappears, the factories and shops 
will be even more reluctant to offer such financial sacrifices. 





(Question) Can the Ministry do anything to have the country's economic and social 
tere understand and accept the above-discussed interconnections between economics 


4’ ure? 


lAnewer) Yes. There are gany possibilities, from the Central Committee, through 
the government and ‘ts committees, to the individual companies. Our own potentials 
are, of course, limited. Sut we can still do something, and I believe that the 
general appreciation of thie problem has increased. The interconnection and eutual 
dependence between economics and culture is demonstrated by the resolution on public 
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education, by the relevant laws, as well as by the existence and achievements of 

the National Council on Public Culture (OKT), During the past 5 to 6 years, how= 
ever, the situation hae hardly changed, What is the reason for this? | am forced 

to disagree with the interviewer, who undoubtedly had some unfavorable experiences, 

i regard it an important factor that sinee the party resolution concerning public 
education, and later the passage of the education act, we have witnessed 4 significant 
change in the views of government administrative and economic leaders. 


in ay View, one of the resulte of this change ie the fact thar we are investing 
almost three times as much into culture a8 wae appropriated ir the Fifth Five= 

Year Plan. And we could not have achieved thie if the plan haa been simply ful- 
filled without affecting changes therein. This ie three times more than the planned 
eum! The county councile, the councils general, and the economic organe 411 had a 
major role in thie. Even if our possibilities for moving ahead are limited in 

the next cycle, the Sixth Pive-Year Plan will still allocate at least ae @uch, I 
believe that we can rightfully expect this, even though | cannot possibly antici-~ 
pate the government's and the parliament's decisions. 


The other good omen is that we have also witnessed certain gaine in the area of 
having made public education into 4 masse phenomenon. And we could hardly have a 
achieved anything here without the cooperation of the economic organs and the com- 
panies. it is something elee — although we aleo have to mention thie — that we 
also pressed for thinge which have only increased the doubts of industrial leaders 
concerning the significance of culture. As an example, let me just cite our ever- 
recurring problem, the education of the socialist brigades. We are trying to 
achieve quick results by means of forced and unsuitable methods. Sut this only 
undercuts the cause of public education. 


When | lectured to factory managers, someone related the following incident to me: 
lie visited one of the workshops, where he saw 4 young engineer pushing 4 wheelbar- 
row filled with books toward che work benches. He asked the engineer what he 

was doing. “Well,” saye he, “I am fulfilling ay public educational obligations: 

| am selling books to the workers.” Thies incident pointe to an unusual degree 

of confusion. 1 am not an economist, but I regard it the primary cultural goal of 
an economic unit that it should fulfill ite economic taske. At the same time, it 
should try to support those aspirations of the workers that they are hoping to 
achieve during their leisure time. The most important ethical and educational goal 
of any shop should be to make sure that it functions well as 4 shop. I am not try- 
ing to eliminate culture from the shops. I 48 sinply trying to put it into ites 
proper perspective. The above-mentioned inci ent and the attitude that it reflects 
simply helps to increase the suspicion concerning public education. In Budapest, 
as well as in the country as 4 whole, there is 4 great demand for culture. Yet, 

at the same time it is possible to foretell that at theaters where it is impossible 
to buy tickets at the ticket window there is going to be 4 half-house on 4 certain 
day. This happens when the organizers nave sold the tickets to 4 single shop 

or company, or when they have distributed them free of charge. | am against such 
shame and vanities. Let us not call these the promotion of public culture. Regard- 
ing thriftiness? Mercantilistic economists have discovered long ago that one can 
economize only on the basis of something. And this holds true even today. One 
can economize only on the basis of something, and nut against something. Of course, 
the correct attitude to take is that where 4 100 watt lightbulb suffices, one 
shouldn't use a 200 watt bulb, and when there is 4 dripping faucet, one should 
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either turn bt off of fin dt, But these are only elementary economigations. True 
frugality bee te have @ goal: One has te save for something, This is precisely 
what we would Like te achieve, in conjunction with the government finaneial leaders, 
aieo in the eultural fleld, tneluding the field of education. 


‘Queetlon) What actions have been taken to suppress the business activities of 
certain artiete, and generally toward making cultural entertainments financially 
attainable’ 


|Anewer |) Undoubtedly, there are artiete whose attitudes are less than commendable, 
ond we are willing to censure them for their demeanors even at this time. But this 
is wot really our primary concern. Rather, it is the fact that under the paternal~ 
ietic cave of the state we have produced 4 degree of contraselection in all branches 
of art. With the exception of a few truly great artiste, who enjoy exceptional 
prestige, the state has aseumed the obligation to take care of all artists, and 
thereby it drew a kind of equality eign among all of them. The “fundamental prin- 
Ciple” behind this patronage of the arte was the goal that no artist should ever 
have to suffer privation, for that would weigh heavily on our conscience. Let 

me cite one example. We have established the Arte Foundation which purchases works 
of arte to the tune of aillione. tet used to limic its purchases of such artifacts 
to the valve of one million forints. Today thie one @illion has ‘sen to three 
million. Moreover, they seem to be buying everything. The Arts Foundation has 

in effect become an inetcument of social welfare. As a result, when these purchased 
items are placed on exhibit, we are foreed to hide for weeks, hoping that we will 
somehow survive the storm of eriticiem. in other words, our original goal has been 
turned ageinet us. And | could cite such examples from a number of other fields 

as well. | am well aware that the extortioniem used by some of the artiste in 

the cultural centers is unbearable, from which we can draw a number of conclusions. 
Firet: Success can always be achieved by using stars who are known throughout 

the country from their files and TV ehows. They require no special organization. 
Nor ie thie @ problem. The cultural centers, however, can hardly make any demands 
for their services. Thus, | am offering a gore difficult solution. Let the centers 
otgenize seaningful and amusing programs by uweing other performers. Second: No one 
should draw the conclusion that we are surrounded by overpaid, wealthy artists who 
are living of f the people. Nothing could be further from the truth. The income 

of these artists in terms of doliars is very modest indeed. This fact gust aiso 

be taken inte consideration, for we simply have to manage our resources within the 
given possibilities and within certain limite. 


i ‘ind the explanation for the above contraselection in the fact that we do guaran- 
tee & Secure existence to every artist on 4 relatively decent and modest level. in 
the area of entertainment we can perhaps also tolerate certain business considera- 
tions. 1 de net intend to downgrade the field of entertainment with this remark. 

| am simply emphasizing that entertainment is a basic need that has to be satisfied. 
fot tt is set 4 primary need that should be offered to society as 4 gift, gratis. 
There are gany other things that would also be nice to offer free, but we cannot 
afford to de eo. There are the textbooks, for example. 1 wouldn't even reject 

the intrusion of private enterprise into this sphere. i am stressing this because 
one hee often heard — in the creative arts, for example — tha. state support 
should be replaced by private galleries or other display forms; or perhaps even 

by private etudios for business purposes. in this connection we already have a 
decree by the Minister of Culture, form March 1955, which makes the above solution 
possibile and which is legally stiil in force today. 
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(Question) in the search for realiem during the most recent period we have wit= 
nessed a number of conflicts between literature and sociography (sic) and our cul- 
—2* policy. Hew should these conflicts be assessed’? Do we have taboo 
topics 


|Anewer| There were such conflicts in the past, and there will aleo be in the fu- 
ture. At times and under certain conditions politics has an obligation to judge 
even artistic, literary creations and sociography. This type of criticiem is 
acceptable only if it reste on solid ideological foundations. First, politics has 
to be clear ae to ite purpose when calling someone to account. The cultural 
directives of 1958, which | have cited a number of times already, emphasize clearly 
the freedom of creativity. They aleo assert that it is not the party's task to 
intervene into questions of artistic style. Second, politics usually chooses 

the works of art it wishes to support, but it relates to them strategically. is 
other words, politics does not expext art to support ite twiete and turns on a 
daily basis. 


There is a difference in their respective approach to things, therefore, Politics 

is an exposé of reality, for it is a form of consciousness, and not simply a form 

of action. By the same token, art also reflects social reality. But they work 

with different means and with different methods. For this reason it is only natur- 

al that their respective portrayals of reality are at times different. in the 

interest of society, politics can also control publicity. This is that particular 
taboo area that I cited earlier. Socialiem relates differently to art than does 

the citizen state where, social mobility is determined by the iron laws of econom- 

ica and by the conditions of the labor force market. as 


The primacy of politics in a socialist system is derived from the fact that social- 
ist ownership has no definable and identifiable subject comparable to that of the 
capitalist system. This function will be exercised by politics — or rather by one 
of ite organizations, the party — fora long time to come, even if this entaiis — 
responsibilities and obligations. Neither a politician, nor a public educator should 
ignore this responsibility but consider it a fact. 
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/INTERPRESS OFFICIAL: MODERATES MAY GET REFORMS 
Stockholm WY DAG in Swedish 3-7 Apr 81 p 9 
[Interview with Ryszard Kacemarek date and place not given) 


{Text} The Polish people have one more time shown their sense of responsibility 
and their patriotic involvement. It may very well be that what we have witnessed 
will turn out to be a historic event. The agreement reached between the Polish 
government and the trade union sovement Solidarity shows that it is entirely poe- 
sible to reform a socialist society in Eastern Europe in a peaceful manner. 


This is written by Ryesard Kacemarek, a commentator of the Polish news agency Inter- 
press. He has written thie comment on the request of NY DAC. 


But there certainly is still reason for concern, according to Kaczmarek, who pointe 
to the extremist wings that exist both within the party and within Solidarity. 


The agreement between the trade union movement Solidarity and the Polish government 
was reached exactly 3 minuths before the most natural deadline that can be imagined. 
For the last 24 years the most important news broadcastings of the Polish television 
have been sent at exactly 7:30 p.m. Bvery delay has caused excitement and confusion. 
A delay at thie point when the tension that had ruled in Poland for the last 48 
hours had reached a climax could very well have provoked mass hysteria. The Polish 
would simply not have been able to stand it any longer. 


A Sense of Responsibility 


The main problem does, however, stand out very clearly; a national catastrophe with 
extensive international effects has been avoided. “he Polish have again showed their 
maturity, their patriotic involvement and their seme of responsibility. On Monday 
even professional optimists were close to desperation. 


The agreement was possible to accomplish only because both parties were willing to 
make concessions and to accept compromises. Lech Walesa said late on Monday night 
that he regarded the agreement as “a 70 - 80 percent success, the rest we had to 
give up." Government sources say unofficially that they are “fairly satisfied with 
the contents of the agreement." 
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it may very well be so that a quite new model for social negotiations has now been 
ereated in Poland, It is a model with no total winners and no pitiable losers, 


it is 4 model for cowhabitation in a country that has never had much experience 
with democracy. Historically this may turn out to be a real turning point. 


Solidarity has been able to pass ite most important requirements regarding the events 
in Bydgosece. The government has in exchange received « assurance that the public 
authorities are not going to be illegally detained nor taken in. Solidarity has 

been able to pase the requested public condemnation of individuals charged with the 
abuse of trade union activists. The government's request that all future actions 

by Solidarity be carried out in agreement with existing lawe was granted. 


Extreme Forces 


it is, however, not true that it is a matter of only two competing forces in Poland. 
it is actually a matter of four directions or tendencies. 


There are two moderate main trends both within the party (the United States Polish 
Labor Party) and within Solidarity. Besides, there are, to everyone's regret, two 
paraliel extremist movements on both sides. The Solidarity extremists are, however, 
far more numerous and certainly aleo much louder. This circumstance involves ex- 
plowive dangers. There is reason to believe that these two extremes will try to 
affect the national reconciliation during the next few days. 





Possible Reforme 


The exemplary solution that was reached on Monday night in Poland is enormously 
important not only with regard to international politics, but also in an ideological 
sense. This shows that it is entirely possible to reform the socialist system of 
Eastern Burope, that it can be modified and adjusted in accordance with a changing 
reality. It also shows that the dominating interests of the working class are more 
important than suddenly-appearing conflicts of opinion or — general suspicion between 
the majority of the population and the government. 


When seen in a longer historic perspective the Polish example can very well come to 
be evaluated by future historians as one of the most important events of this cen- 
tury. Provided, of course, that the foundation of the agreement proves to be lasting. 
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ROMAN TA 


‘CRISIS’ OF RELIGLON IN MODERN WORLD DISCUSSED 
Bucharest CONTEMPORANUL in Romanian 17 Apr 81 p 5 


[Article by Marius Nicoleanu] 





{Text} Yor several years in the past, the terme secular and secularizationin west- 
erm literature devoted to the religious phenomenon have gained more and more obsessive 
usage, with their being handled almost equally both in non-Marxiet sociological Liter- 
ature as well as actual theological literature. Etymologically, secular should mean 
that Which is of “the age," which belongs to the specific spiritual nature of a given 
cultural era. secularization, the correlated term, tries to grasp the complex and 
often contradictory process of the migration of the “sacred” into the area of the 
"Profane." There still are a number of discussione about the context and significance 
of the utilization of the term resecularization,for example, if it should be linked 
with the secularization of church goods or the broader philosophical problem of the 
divorce between "sacred" and “profane,” stressed at the same time as the development 
of the modern and hurried thinking of French enlightenment. But this is not the ba- 
sic fact in this discussion; in the vast literature accumulated on this subject, che 
historical problems themselves occupy a secondary place. 


One of the most authorized representatives of secularization is the neo-Protestant 
theologian H. Cox from Harvard University, Massachusetts, United States, while his 
work entitled "The Secular City, Secularization and Urbanization in Theological Per- 
apective” (New York, MacMillan Co., revised edition, 1966; references in the text will 
be made to this edition) has been noted in specialty Literature as a special writing. 
"Secularization," the author states in this book, represents man's Liberation from 
under religious and metaphysical tutelage and the return of his attention from other 
worlds to his world.” In the same meaning, in another essay he drew attention to the 
act that secularization “means that the world of human history is that which insures 
the horizon tirough which man understands his own life." These concise conclusions 
are supplied by the fact that in our age “the secular city” with its range of social 
and cultural levers has produced an enormous impact on the method of establishing the 
“sacred” in everyday life. Analyzing a number of social aspects, broadly commented 
on by modern American sociology, such as social mobility, professional and geographic 
mobility, “anonymity,” the rapidity of changes at all levels of life in the big metro- 
polises, the “lifestyle” of the American whose matrix is a pragmatic spirit, the con- 
clusion of the American theologiet is always the same: at the present time “sacred” 
is going through a powerful crisis.” The “technopolitan,” the resident of the big ci- 
ties,” no longer is concerned with “mysteries,” with the life beyond, but he is con- 
cerned with more “prosaic” problems, those of his day-to-day life. For him everything 
must be filtered through the pragmatic maxim of “such and such a thing will succeed." 
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In the same perspective, the theoretical and practical problems resulting from re- 
ligious doctrines become collateral if not totally indifferent for the modern be~ 
liever.in order to solve ‘| problems of life, the American theologist clearly notes, 
the technopoiitan no longs opeale to the priest but rather “consults with his col- 
leagues at work.” In thie situation, another representative of the radical theo= 
logical movement, J.A.T. Robingon, an Anglican priest, adde, religion for many bel te- 
vers becomes a kind of “candy,” of if you want some crutches upon which, in or- 
der to become mature, the beliver must cast away ae fast as possible, The uselese- 
nese of religion, at least in ite “wsecularized” form,is suggested to the Anglican 
priest by the most banal and common evente in life. For example, when on flies, 

it is normal for the individual no longer to pray to God to protect him fro: a catas- 
trophe ; simply, he “entruste” himself to the ability and experience of the pilot to 
land the plane safely. The conclusion he offers use with a fine sense of humor ts ve~ 
ry suggestive. "Man discovers that he no longer needs God and religion. We reali- 
see that he can fly with hie own wings without conetantly referring to 4 heavenly fa- 
ther above him or to cling to hie mother's skirts” (see “La Nouvelle Reforme,"” ‘eu- 
chatel, Delachaux 6 Niestle, 1966). 


However, it should be stated that by its essense, as we shall see, secularization, 
filtered through a theological perspective, does not seek the abolishment of religion 
and faith in God but, at most, adaptation of it to the spirit and modern language 

of “secular” man. As such, he militates surely for a “modernization” of the main sub- 
jects and central figures of the Christian religion. The purpose’ The preservation 
of religion under these new formulas in the mentality of the moder believer. The 
first thing which must be secularized is the very traditional image of God, a dis- 
tant divinity, cold, tmpassive to pain ahd man's tragedies. This priest states, “The 
God who is the cause and who permite suffering even of a child is morally ineup- 
portable." (Ibidem.) At this moment of truth, the moment of confrontation with one- 
self, the priest issues conclusions and ev.n more harsh reflections: “Religion is 
disgusting. God does not resolve the problems of suffering; he merely amplifies then. 
Later this picture of a divinity who leads the destinies of the universe from the hea- 
venly heights is totally overcome by the achievements of modern cosmological sciences, 
just as faith in a God who “produces cancer or send streptococcus” is just as puerile. 
What sensible man or woman, the Anglican priest questions, would continue believing 
that disease is a divine punishment or that death is due to “spells?” These naivetes, 
in the case where they still exist, belong to the time when people still believed that 
the earth was flat (ibidem). 





H. Cox also militates for eliminating this deteriorated picture of the divinity, even 
if for the reason that man can completely disperse it. The God of Christian tradi- 
tion, he points out, resembles the hero of S. Beckett's well-known play "Waiting for 
Godot" Like two drops of water: “Just like Godot, He (God) has the habit of apoear- 
ing at the time and in the place where people are not seeking Him"("The Secular City") 
Whereas earlier, for primitive man, the divinity could still be invoked, with results 
or without, for increasing the harvest and collecting rain, at the present time this 
God has become completely opaque, distant, foreign to the interests of modern man. 
As J. A. T. Robinson determined together with other radical American theologists, 

he drove himself away from the life and concerns of the people and “no attempt of 
religious manipulation can reintroduce him any longer with force” ("La Nouvelle %e- 
forme"). In a maximum effort at a critical understanding of the situation, the An- 
glican priest compares his God with a great tyrant, with a “bloodsucker” which has 
dried up human liberty (ibidem). The conclusion? This God no longer is effective 
for the mentality of the secular believer and he must die. Also from here we have 
the name which this doctrine has received or taken, that of the “theology of the 
death of God." Whatever the solution, what kind of God, however, would still be 
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recommended te secular, sodern man’ First, a divinity which would be "fullv” geared 
fo the seclal-pelitical events of the medern era, modernized, according to the fea- 
ture and similarity of today's believer, The maximus hypostatis of this metamor= 
phosis is also met in i, Con,alsocalled the theolegist of “secularization,” which== 
n0@ tere and Ho lese- makes the (Christian Ged a modern “revolutionary” who inepires 
wid heads the social -revelutionary movements in our era, This novel picture of the 
Christian divintityeomes from the falsification of certain texts in Marx’ work, 

alee an awkward labor. 


The Virgin Mary, the second member of the “holv” family, however, has seen an even 
more original fate in the seculariged view of faith. As we know, the figure of the 
Madonna for centuries hae played an important ro'e in Christian theology. At the 
present time, at least in American society, the trend is to replace her with an- 
other wodern deity, “frees,” having two “misetonaries”: “Mise America” and “Playboy.” 
Mise America is the ommipresent icon for the consumer society, regardless of whether 
it is «4 question of «a banal consumption of beer or the acquisition of the most insig- 
nifieant obfect on the market of secular civiligation. We creates 4 certain “struc- 
ture of values” behind all the commerciale, a “personal identity for the initiates,” 
There are certain similarities between the Virgin Mary and Miss America. Whereas 
the former has symbolized many of the ideale of Christianity, Mise America embodies 
the values of the consumer seciety., Whereas in the Middle Ages many believers were 
avimming in heavy gold in order to insure the Madonna's good will, today, still ex- 
pensive but in dollars, Miss America ie selling her sexy emile to the new followers. 
Although Mies America does not have her own temple, without her the entire biolding 
of mass persuasion, through Bros would fall in ruine ("The Secular Citv"). Yet the 
two female characters are in a clear antithesie. Whereas the Madonna symbol ized 
suffering and sacrifice, Mies America on the other hand extole wealth, luxury, Fros, 
and ehe cultivates easy passions based on the peychology of the excitement of a 
momentary pleasure. The new values the cultivating of which are hinted at by the re- 
ent idol are falee, deceiving. They cannot save the technopolitan from the need for 
seif-confrontation. In the end, this is because they are not definitive for secular 
man with his complex personality. “ies America is felt by H. Cox to be at most a 
siren from the pages of “Uly ees,” whe entices sore and more followers with a dis- 
tinct cruelty. The incense on her altar is coneumed in 4 such more illusory way and in 
a way bearing death than in the ase of the Madonna. The conclusion’ Yadical theolo- 
ev is facing the desirable of rew “'ng and reconditioning the all too-well-known face 
of the Madonna in order to cope successfully with the “idolatrous” invasion of the 
new deities brought oy the consumer eocitety. 


Finally, the legendary figures of Jeeus Chriet from the Gospels also is subject to 
deterioration under the impact of the secular life in the big American cities. Here 
radical theology utilizes more subtle weapors and maneuver. more credible concepts. 

it proposes a humanized Christ who would be fully adaptable to the humaniet seekings 
of the sodern era. Firet, the legendary here from the Cospele i« a nonconformist, a 
protester, even if it ic 4 matter of hie oppositions to the religious taboos of *he 
eociety in waich he lived. Feuallw, the social “vocation” is emphasized, elimina:ic> 
of the existing barriere in the society of time, from the point at vhich he wae segainet 
artificial walle between “nations,” “Greeks,” “Jews,” “publicane” or “the wealthy.” 
Hie very way of life--these “modernizations” of the abovementioned theolories insin- 
sate--vas one of a “free” man, the way in which he was formed in his oilgrimages among 
the degenerate elements, the marginal elements of society, being a kind of “outsider” 
of those times. Later during hie time, Christ combatted precisely what are the 
“wiees” of sodern consumer society: man being ewallowed up ty “things,” bw the inter- 
estes and riches of this world. 





tut a seculariaed church is appropriate for a secularised theology, also. So 
everything that at the present time represents the Christian church is a kind of 
“eecentric club,” a building which cost “this many dollars," a simple address where, 
for centuries, Christiane gathered to listen to “an old, very old tale." So, anoth= 
er representative of radical theology asks, what would be left of the Christian ser- 
viees officiated in today's churches, no matter what denomination they are, with= 
out “the touching tale of Mary and the gardener” from the so-called resurrection 

of Jeses? What would become of Christmas without “the naivete of the tales of Matthew 
and Luke?" Thus, firet, 4 change in the subjects of the cult acts is needed. W, 
Hamilton, another exponent of radical theology, straightforwardly supports removing 
prayer from the list of cult aete, from the moment that the believers are addressing 
a “dead” God. At most «4 new Liturgy could be inaugurated, one dedicated to “the 
death of Cod.” H. Cox is the most original person in his modernist reformulations 
of cult acte, requesting that prayer eventuaily be practiced as a dance, 4 game, 

4 joke. Prayer should not be associated with seriousness and sobriety: “The be- 
liever's ability to laugh while he is praying is a great gift,” he asserts in an- 
other of hie works, particularly if the prayer is being “sung” or “danced.” 


However, we repeat, it should be stated that the ecriticiemse made by radical theolo- 
giete do net follow the line of abolishing either religion or the church. I have 
dwelled at other times on the significance of “the death of God." What is interest- 
ing ie that the radical American theologists openly recognized that they are not mil- 
itating for the disappearance of God from Christianity but, at most, for moderniza- 
tion of the traditional picture of it, in thie way attempting to still keep it in the 
soul and mentality of the modern beliver. Stressing thie dilemma and hesitation of 
the particular theologists faced with atheist conclusions which could result from 
their concepts, J. A. T. Robinson tries to show the motivation for keeping faith 
even if ite secularized form: “The hounds of heaven still hound us." Overall, 

the theological tnterpretation of secularization, despite clearsighted connotation 
and observations regarding the conclusions of sociological investigation, continues 
to remain under the fold of fideiem, from the point at which modern social history is 
placed under the same statute of “Listening” to a “revolutionery"God and is con- 
ceived as a “history of saving” ean from ein. Another aspect also is significant. 
The abovementioned theologists are rather calm and impassive when it is a question 
of secularization as such. When the discussion goes further and arrives at what 
they call secularism (a concept which involves the denial of divinity), they become 
at once not only cautious but also opponents. As a whole, here is where the gaps 

in the pantheologiem of secularization lie. 
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WOMAN LA 


AMENDED LAW ON AGRICULTURAL KANAGEMEWT BODIRS PUBL ISMKD 
Bucharest BULBTINUL OFICIAL in Romanian Part I Ho 25, 11 Apr 61 pp t=4 


Wo 31/1977 on the Congress of the Management Councils of Socialist Agricultural 
te, the Whole Peseantry and the Councile of Working People in the Food Industry, 
Silviculture and Water Management and the = Coune!i for Agriculture, the Pood 
Induetry, Silviculture and Water 


Law Ho 31/1977 
on the Congress of the Management Councile of Socialist Agricultural Unite, the 
Whole Yeasantry and le of Working People in the Food Industry, 
Silviculture and Water and the National Council for Agriculture, the 
Food Industry, Silviculture and Water Management’ 


The Program of the Romanian Communist Party for Forging the Multilaterally Developed 
Socialist Society and Advancing Romania Toward Communias establishes sensures for 
improving, in all fields of economic and social life, the organizational framework 
that is to provide for the active participation of the sasses of working people in 
devising and carrying out the party's policy of constant and balanced development of 
the economy and rational distribution of the production forces over the country's 
territory. 






In order to provide for the fulfillment of the taske and objectives established for 
agriculture by seane of the program of the party and the decisions of the 11th party 
congress, it ie necessary to create representative bodies of the working people in 
agriculture, which are to discuss and to help to substantiate and finsiise the draft 
annual and long-tere plans for economic and social development and the prograses for 
implementing thea. 


Por carrying out the party's policy in the field of agriculture, in order to achieve 
sodern, high-yield agriculture, and for implementing the decisions adopted at the 
Congress of the Managerent Councils of Socialist Agricultural Unite, the Whole Pease- 
antry and the Councils of Working People in the Food Industry, Silviculture and 
Water Management, the Grand National Assembly of the Socialist Republic of Romania 
adopte the present law. 





* Republished on the basie of Article il of Law Bo | of 26 March 1961, published in 
BULZTIMUL OFICIAL AL REPUBLICII SOCIALISTE ROMANIA, Part i, No 21, 30 March 196). 


Law Wo 51/1977 wae published in BULBTINUL OFICIAL, Bo 1\2, 28 October 1977. 
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Articie |. There ie instituted the Congress of the Management Counciie of 
Agrioultural Unite, the Whole Peasantry and the Councils of Working People 
Yooe indvetry, Silviculture and Water Management, the highest forue of 
the food ledvetry, siivieulture and waver @anagement, by @eane of whieh there 
provided the direct and effective participation of the working people in these 
fielde of activity in the preparstion and adoption of the decisions regarding 
coatinoual development and sede, sation of agriculture, the food industry, silvioul- 
ture and water @anagewen|, the growth of agricultural, food and silvicultural pro- 
duction and the growth of the contribution of these sectors to the dewelopment of 
the Betional ece@nemy and to the general raising of the well-being of the peasantry 
ana 411) those whe work, 


The Coperees ef the Management Councils of Socialiet Agricultural Unite, the Whole 
Peseantry and the Councile of Working People in the Food industry, Silviculture and 
Water Management discveses the beeic probleme of the agrarian policy of the party 
and etate, the waye and @eane of fulfilling the taske contained in the party's pro- 
¢rem sod in the @ole national plan for economic and social develoyment, of the ia- 
provement of worker ec)lf-—management and economic and financial self-edministration, 
and of the continual development of collective labor and leadership. 





Ar’ ic.e <. Hepresentatives of the aanagement councile of agricultural production 
COO peralives, the councile of working people in state agricultural enterprises, in 
agriculture: @echanigation etatione, in food<induetry enterprises and in silvicul- 
turel and water-@anagement unite, delegates of the county and communal commissions 
of eerioultural producers in localities without cooperatives, the sembers of the Ne- 
tional Couneil for Agriculture, the Pood industry, Silviculture and Water Manage- 
ment, party activists, scientieste and teaching personne) in agricultural, food-in- 
duetry and eilviewltural education, and representatives of ainistries and other 
state and public bodies participate in the proceedings of the Congress of the Man- 
agement Councile of Socialist Agricultural Unite, the Whole Peasantry and the Coun- 
elle of Working People in the Pood industry, Silviculture and Water Management. 


The Congrese of the Menagement Councile of Socialist Agricultural Units, the Whoie 
heaoantry and the Councile of Working People in the Food Industry, Silviculture and 
Walter Management meete once per 5 years and is convened by the National Council for 
Agriculture, the Food Industry, Silviculture and @ater Management. 


The etendarée for representation at the congress are established by the National 
Cowneii for Agriculture, the Food Industry, Silviculture and Water Kanagesent. 


Article 3. The Congress of the National Union of Agricultural Production Coopera- 
tives, the conferences of the councile of working people in state agricultural en- 
terprices, in agricultural gsechanigation stations and in food-industry enterprises, 
and the conference of agricultural producers in localities without cooperatives per- 
form their proceedings during the Congress of the Management Councils of Socialist 
Aericultural Unite, the Whole Peasantry and the Councils of Working People in the 
Food industry, Silviculture and Water Management. 


articie 4, The Congress *f the Management Councils of Socialist Agricultural Unite, 
the Whole Peasantry and 1. Councile of Working People in the Food Industry, Silvi- 
culture and Water Nhanagement adopts decisions binding on ail collective leadership 

bodies of estate ana cooperative unite and other public organizations in the field of 
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gericuiture, the food industry, silviculture and water ganagement and on 41) agri-~ 
eultural producere, 


Article 5. The Congress of the Management Councile of Socialiet Agricultural Unite, 
the Whole Peasaatry and the Councile of Working People in the Food Industry, Jiivi- 
Culture and Water Management has, ae 4 body of wide representation with permanent 
activity, the Mational Couneil for Agriculture, the Food ladustry, Silviculture and 
Water Managenent. 


The National Council for Agriculture, the Food Industry, Silviculture and Water Man- 
agement provides for the coordination and accomplishment, in « unitary conception, 
of the actions and seasures necessary for fulfilling the provisions of the sole na- 
tional pian for economic and social development in the field of agriculture, the 
food industry, silviculture and water sanagement, the application of the principles 
of worker self-management and economic and financial self-administration in the 
whole activity, and the iaplementation of the decisions of the Congrese of the Man- 
agement Councile of Socialiet Agricultural Unite, the Whole Peasantry and the Coun- 
eile of Working People in the Food Industry, Silviculture and Water Management. 


The national council pursues, in ite whole activity, the attainment of the objec- 
tives of the new agrarian revolution with regard to the growth of agricultural pro- 
duction and of labor productivity in agriculture, the raising of the technical level 
end the growth of the economic efficiency of thie branch, the complete and efficient 
use of the land, the gain seans of production in agriculture, the raising of the 
production potential of the soil, the implementation of the ~~ 4 pro- 
ram, the sensible use of the technical-material base, the work force and the spe- 
Cisliste, the introduction and generalisation of technical progress, the raising of 
the contribution of the activity of scientific research to the progress of agricul- 
ture, and the providing of a high level to the entire general social activity in 
Villages and communes. 


In the field of the food industry, the national council takes steps to provide for 
the raising of the degree of high utilisation of agricultural raw materiale, to ez- 
pand and diversify the assortment of processed products, to raise the quality of 
foodstuffs, to increase the percentage of protein derivatives of vegetable origin in 
the people's diet, and to seet the requiremente for a rational, scientifically sub- 
atantiated diet for all categories of consumers. 


in addition, the national council eadopte seasures for increasing the production po- 
tential of the forests, for protecting, conserving and developing the forest re- 
sources, for sensibly ganaging the resources of timber and combating the wasting of 
it, for regenerating the foreste and isproving the poorly productive ones, for re- 
foresting, for preserving in the silvicultural holdings the valuable species of 
trees acclimated to the count.y, for improving the protective functions of the for- 
eats, and for developing the harvesting and high utilization of forest fruit and 
other natural resources and accessory products of the forests. 


In the field of water ganagement, the national council pursues, within the framework 
of the Program for Organising the Hydrographic Basins of the Country, the organiza~ 
tion, in a unitary conception, of the whole hydrographic network, to ensure the 
meeting of a1) needs for water for drinking, industry, irrigation, energy production 
and other things and to protect the localities, industrial platforme and 
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agvious Carel apeae from fleede, the economisation and reeyeling of water, the reduc- 
‘ion @f eOneueption end lessees, and the @aintenance of water purity and quality. 





Article 6. The Mationa) Counels for Agriculture, the Food Industry, Silviculture 
and Water Management hae the following @ain duties: 


es lt op@anises the @pplication and supervises the implementation of the party deci- 
sione aed the country's lewe regarding agriculture, the food industry, silviculture 
abd waler Genagement and the decisions of the Congrese of the Management Councils of 
Hoe. a) lat Agriculture) baite, the Whole Peasantry and the Councile of Working People 
in the Food lnduetry, Silviculture aad Vater Management; 


| .* apeiyeee the enmuel and iong-term plane and the programe for developing the 
bravchee and eubbranche® in agriculture and the food industry, in silviculture and 
in he field of water Ganagement, 


it eatabiiehes @eaeures for the application, in the entire activity of the unite in 
eericucture, the food industry, silviculture and water management, of the principles 
of worker ee .[-@anagement and economic and financial seif-administration and for the 
ulti. iment in the beet way, by these unite, of the taske that devolve upon thes 
‘rom the eo.e eational plan for economic and social development; 


|. @@teblighes Seagures for the sensible and complete use of land resources, the 
util.ication of high-yield seed varieties, the expansion of high-yield animal breeds, 
the application and improvement of the production technologies in crop and animal 
husbandry, the food industry, silviculture and water management, and the scientific 
organisation of production and labor; 


4) it eetabliehes seasuree for completely using the production capacities and the 
work foree, fulfilling the targete for delivery of products to the state supply, 
making investments, increasing the economic efficiency of the agricultural, food-in- 
dustry, siivievlturel and water-<management units, and ra.sing the contribution of 
agricuiture and the other sectors to meeting the consumption needs of the population 
and the whole national economy; 


e Lt analyses the etage of fulfillment of the production, economic and financial 
»iane for the whole of agriculture, the food industry, silviculture and water aan- 
age@ent and according to their branches and adopts the seasures necessary for con- 
tinualliy improving the production and economic activity in all unite and for fulful- 
ling and overfulfiliing the plan provisions; 


f) It discusses and gives ite opinion on the draft regulatory acts referring to the 
organi@ation and operation of agricultural, food-industry, silvicultural and water- 
management units and to the activity of their collective leadership bodies and on 
other drafte that conoern the improvement of the work in ite fields of activity; 


a) tt provides for the unitary orientation and management of the sanagement bodies 
of socialist unite in agriculture, the food industry, silviculture and water sanage- 
ment, for continually applying the principle of collective labor and leadership, ia- 
proving the work style and wethods, promoting criticies and self-criticies, and in- 
creasing the responsibility of all sembers of these bodies in fulfilling the taske 
that devolve upon thes. 


57 





Article 7. The National Counei! for Agriculture, the Food Industry, Jiivieuiture 

am eater Managemen! ie reaponeible, for the activity performed, to the Congress of 
the Management Councils of Secialiet Agricultural Unite, the Whole Pessantry and the 
Councile of Working Peopie in the Pood ladustry, Silviculture and ater Management, 


Articie ©, The National Counei) for Agriculture, the Pood lnaustry, Siivieul ture 
and water Managew@ent ie composed of | 


a) The Council of the National Union of Agricultural Production Cooperatives; 
b) The sanagement councile of: 

The Minietry of Agriculture and the Pood Industry; 

The Depart@ent of the Food Industry; 

The tment of State Agriculture; 

The General Boonomic Directorate for Horticulture; 


The General Leonomic Directorate for Agricultural Mechanieation, Irrigation, Trane- 
portation, and Production of Equipment for Agriculture and the Food Industry; 


The General Boonomic Directorate for Land iaprovement and Construction in Agricul- 
ture; 


The National ater Council; 

The Department of Silviculture; 

c) The Presidium of the Academy of Agricultural and Silvicultural Sciences; 
a) The working people's councile of: 

The Central for Utilisation of Cereals and Technical Plants; 

The Truet of Baterprises for Production of Kized Feed; 

The Vias, Hemp and Cotton Trust; 

The “Plafar” Trust; 

@) The board of directors of the Bank for Agriculture and the Food Industry; 


f) The Central Commission of Agricustural Producere in Localities Without Coopera- 
tives; 


a) Representatives of: 
The Central Committee of the Union of Communist Youth; 


The Wational Council of Women; 








The usiene of trade unions in agriculture, the food industry, silviculture and 
water, 





The ipetitutione of aerieultural, food=induetry and siivioultural higher education; 


h) Worsine people who work directly in agricultural production in agricultural pro- 
duc\.on cooperatives, etate agricultural enterprises, agricultural sechanisation 
stellons and feed-industry, silvicultural and water~management unite who do not be~ 
jong to Une @anagement bodies of these unite and agricultural producere in leocali- 
Lies without cooperatives, in sccordance with the standards established by the Na- 
tiene! Cowneil fer Agriculture, the Food industry, Silviculture and water Nanage- 
went, The gumber of them will represent at least 30 percent of the number of sen- 
bere of the national council. 


The seabers of the National Council for Agriculture, the Food Industry, Silviculture 
ood Welter Management mentioned in Letter g are appointed by the collective leader- 
shipe of the respective organisations for a period of 5 years. 


“he oembere Of the National Counei) for Agriculture, the Food Industry, Silviculture 
and eater Management oan be recnlled by the bodies that appointed thea. 


Ar’ cle % The National Council for Agriculture, the Pood Industry, Silviculture 
an @ater henagement has « chairman, « first vice chairman and giz vice chairmen, 
choween by the national council, 


The chairman of the national council is an activist in the party and state leader- 
ship. 


Article 10, The National Council for Agriculture, the Food Industry, Silviculture 
and Water Management meets once per year and whenever necessary. The council per- 


forme ite activity in the presence of at least two-thirds of the number of ite sea- 
bers. 


The “ational Cowneil for Agriculture, the Pood Industry, Silviculture and Water Man- 
agement performe ite activity in « plenus and in commissions. 


The number and the composition of the commissions are estab.ished by the National 
Couneil for Agriculture, the Pood Industry, Silviculture and Water Management. 


uring the proceedings in « plenum, the National Council for Agriculture, the Food 
industry, Silwiewlture and Water Management can aiso perform ite activity in sec- 
tions. 


Articie ||. The Nations’ Council for Agriculture, the Food Industry, Silviculture 
aod Wate: Management has an executive bureau composed of 57 persons: 


The firet vwiee chairman of the national counr.i; 
The vice chairmen of the national council; 


2 secretaries; 
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4 ecebere. 
The composition of the executive bureau ie established by the national council. 


The post of chairman of the executive bureau ie held by the first vice chairman of 
the national council. in the absence of the chairman of the executive bureau, hie 
duties are performed by one of the v' ce chairecs, whom he appointe for thie purpose. 


Article \2,. The executive bureau conducte the activity in the period between the 
eeecione of the National Council for Agriculture, the Food Industry, Silviculture 
and Water Management and provides for the iaplementation of ite decisions, 


The executive bureau seete once per quarter and whenever necessary . vorke in the 
presence of at least two-thirde of the number of ite seabers. 


The chairman of the national council participates in the eeasions of ‘he executive 
bureau. 


Article 13. The National Council for Agriculture, the Food Industry, Silviculture 
and Water Management and the exeoutive bureau adopt decisions by means of an open 
ballot, with a gajority of their senbere. 


Article 4. In order to create the organisational framework for the direct partici- 
pation of agricultural producers in localities without cooperatives in establishing 
and implementing the seasures for growth in agricultural production, there are 
formed, within the communal people's councile, commissions of agricultural producers, 


The communal commission of agricultural producers is composed of 9-15 members chosen 
for 2 and + years by the assembly of agricultural producers in localities without 
cooperatives. 


Por conducting the activity between sessions, the communal commission chooses an ex- 
ecutive bureau formed of three-five sembers. The chairman of the communal commie- 
gion ie the vice chairman of the executive bureau of the communal people's council. 


The communal commission seete quarterly and whenever necessary. The commission is 
convened by ite executive bureau. 


Article 15. In counties where gany communal commissions of agricultural producers 
operate, there are formed, within the county unions of agricultural production coop- 
eratives, county commissions of agricultural producers in localities without cooper- 
atives. 


The county commission of agricultural producers is composed of 11-31 sembers named, 
for «a period of 5 years, by the executive bureau of the county people's council. 


For conducting the activity between sessions, the county commission chooses an exec- 
utive bureau formed of five-nine senbers. 


The chairman of the county commission is one of the directors of the general direc- 
torate for agriculture and the food industry. 








The couaty Commission geete semiannually and whenever necessary. The commission is 
eonvened by ite executive bureau, 


Article 16, For coordinating and guiding the activity of the county and communal 
COMMiseions, there ia formed, within the Aational Union of Agricultural Production 
Cooperatives, the Central Commission of Agricultural Producers in Localities Without 
Cooperatives, 


Article 17, The Central Commission of Agricultural Producers is composed of 61 men- 
bere chosen, for a period of 5 years, by the conference of agricultural producere in 
localities without cooperatives. 


The chairman of the Central Commission of Agricultura: F.oducers in Localities With- 
out Cooperatives is the deputy minieter of agriculture and the food industry who co- 
srdinates ana ie responsible for the activity of animal husbandry. 


The Central Comiesion of Agricultural Producers in Localities Without Cooperatives 
meets once per year and whenever necessary. The commission is convened by ite exec- 
utive bureau. 


‘he central Commission chooses the executive bureau, composed of 11 members, The 
cha. rman of the executive bureau is the chairman of the Central Commission of Agri- 
cultural Producers in Localities #ithout Cooperatives. 


The executive bureau conducts the activity between the sessions of the central com- 
mission and implewente ite decisions. 


Articie 16. The central commission, the county commissions and the communal commis- 
sione of agricultural producers in localities without cooperatives promote advanced 
agricultural and sootechnical methods and initiate and organise actions for guiding, 
helping and @obiliging the agricultural producers to perform work of general inter- 
eet, to utilive ee fully a8 possible the production potential of the land, planta- 
tione ood animals, to promote association in production, to increase the contribu- 
tion to the etate's central supply of products, and to raise the aaterial and spir- 
.tual etandard of living of agricultural producers in localities without coopera- 
tives. 


Article 19. The Congress of the Management Councils of Socialist Agricultural 
Unite, the Whole Peasantry and the Councils of Working People in the Food Industry, 
Silviculture and Water Management, the National Council for Agriculture, the Food 
industry, Silviculture and Water Management, and the Central Commission of Agricul- 
tural Producers in Localities Without Cooperatives establish their operating regule- 
tions. 
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